
DIPTERA
RECORDING SCHEMES BULLETIN N o, 19, Septem ber 1985

T his issue axm ounces th e  p ro g ra m m e  fo r th e  a n n u a l m e e tin g  in  N o v e m b e r and  g ives 
so m e p a s t  r e s u l ts  and  fu tu re  p lan s  fo r  th e  f ie ld  m eetings.-

AN NU AL MEETING -  SA TU R D A Y , 9 NOVEMBER 1985

T he p ro g ra m m e  fo llow s th e  e s ta b lis h e d  f o rm a t  w ith  a  s e r ie s  o f le c tu re s  in  th e  m o rn in g , 
fo llo w ed  by  e x h ib its  and  d iscu ss io n  m e e tin g s  in  th e  a f te rn o o n . T h e  v enue  is th e  B ritish  
M useum  (N atxiral H is to ry ) a t  S ou th  K e n s in to n , L ondon.

M orning Session  (Main L ectu re  Hall) -  C hairm an to  be announced.

11.00 -  11 .EO P ro g re s s  in  te p h r i t id  tax o n o m y . D r Ian  W hite .

T he  h o v e rf ly  re c o rd in g  s c h e m e  -  a  p ro g re s s  r e p o r t .  P h ilip  E n tw is tle .  

T he  b io logy  and  c o n tro l  o f c a t t l e  f lie s . D r E ric  H ille r to n .

R e a d in g  th e  lan d sc a p e  in  p u rsu it  o f  f lie s . A lan  S tubbs.

L ife  h is to r ie s  o f so m e  C h e ilo s ia  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  m arsh  th is t le

11.20 -  11.40

11.40 -  IE ,10 

12.10 -  12.40

12.40 -  13.00
(h o v e rf lie s ) . D r G rah am  R o th e ra y .

LU N C H  A c h o ic e  o f pubs, c a f e te r ia s  e tc .  o r b ring  sa n d w ich es .

A fte rn o o n  S ession  (D e m o n s tra tio n  R o o m , P a la e o n to lo g y  D e p a r tm e n t)  

14,00 -  15.00 S e t t in g  up e x h ib its  and  in fo rm a l.

15.00 -  16.00

16.00 -  16.45 

16.45 -  17.00

In fo rm a l o r  d iscu ssio n  se ss io n  (inc lud ing  th e  s tu d y  o f  e m p id s  and  
d o lich o p o d id s l

In fo rm a l o r M osquito  D iscu ssio n  G roup m e e tin g .

C lose  of Session  (rem ov ing  e x h ib its  e tc ) .

T he le c tu re  p ro g ra m m e  a im s to  be in fo rm a tiv e  and  p itc h e d  a t  a  p o p u la r  r a th e r  th an  
a c a d e m ic  le v e l. T h e re  is a  m ix  of to p ic s  t h a t  inc ludes  h o v e rf l ie s  and  th e  in c re a s in g ly  
p o p u la r  p ic tu re  w inged  f lie s  o f th e  fam ily  T e p h r it id a e . T h e  c a t t l e  fly  s tu d y  is one  th a t  
som e o f you h a v e  c o n tr ib u te d  to . A ll g ive a c h a n c e  to  g le a n  new  in fo rm a tio n , m uch  of 
i t  unpub lished . T he  la n d sc a p e  ite m  will c o n s id e r  s e v e ra l  a s p e c ts  o f eco lo g y , inc lud ing  
(as a  re s u lt  o f a rm  tw istin g ) geo logy .
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T h e  a f te rn o o n  p ro g ra m m e  g iv es  t im e  fo r m e e tin g  o ld  f r ie n d s  an d  m ak ing  new  
a c q u a in ta n c e s . I t  is to  b e  h o p ed  th a t  as m an y  o f us a s  p o ss ib le  w ill b r in g  a long  an  
e x h ib it  s in c e  th is  g r e a t ly  ad d s  to  th e  v a lu e  o f th e  day . T he  d iscu ss io n  on  d o lichopod id s  
an d  e m p id s  is b y  re q u e s t  -  th a t 's  good , i t  h e lp s  to  know  w h a t is w a n te d . If  th e r e  a re  any  
m o re  id e a s  th a t  c a n  b e  f i t t e d  in, su c h  as  d e m o n s tra t io n s , th e n  by  a ll  m e a n s  w r i te  in. 
T h e re  w ill be  p ro v is io n  to  g iv e  a d v ic e  on id e n t if ic a t io n  an d  o th e r  m a t te r s .  As l a s t  y e a r  
th e  d isc u ss io n s  a r e  o p tio n a l, b e in g  in  a  ro o m  a d ja c e n t  to  th e  e x h ib its .

T h o se  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  b e fo re  w ill know  w h a t i t 's  a ll  a b o u t. M ay w e r e - a s s u r e  th o se  who 
a re  h e s i ta n t  in  c o m in g  t h a t  w e sh a ll b e  d e lig h te d  to  se e  th e m . A nd  i f  y o u  a re  new  to  
D ip te r a ,  i t  is a ll  th e  m o re  r e le v a n t  to  co m e and  jo in  us.

DIPTERESTS SU PPER

T h is  y e a r  i t  w ill b e  th e  1 0 th  D ip te r i s t 's  S u p p e r, by t r a d i t io n  an  e v en in g  e v e n t fo llow ing  
on a f t e r  th e  A n n u a l M e e tin g  o f  d ip te r is ts  on  9 N o v e m b e r. I t  c o n s is ts  o f  a  b u f fe t  w ith  
a lc o h o lic  r e f r e s h m e n t ,  ta k in g  p la c e  in  th e  C o n se rv a z io n e  R oom  a t  th e  B r itis h  M useum  
(N a tu ra l  H is to ry ) . D o o rs  o p e n  a t  5 .45 p m , w ith  th e  m e a l a ro u n d  6 .15 -  7 .3 0 , and  though  
so m e  p e o p le  h a v e  to  ru sh  o f f  fo r t r a in s ,  th in g s  a re  s t i l l  l iv e ly  t i l l  th e  o f f ic ia l  c lo se  a t  9 
pm .

T h is  is a  good o c c a s io n  to  m ak e  new  a q u a in ta n c e s  and  ren e w  old  on es  in  an  in fo rm a l 
a tm o s p h e re .  T he  su p p e r  is  open  to  a ll  d ip te r is ts ,  an d  th o se  new  to  D ip te r a  a re  m o re  
th a n  w e lc o m e .

U n lik e  e v e n ts  e a r l ie r  in  th e  day , th e  su p p e r is a  t ic k e ts  on ly  a f f a i r .  A d v a n c e  book ing  is 
e s s e n t ia l ,  on a  f i r s t  c o m e  f i r s t  s e rv e d  b a s is , so  i t  is as  w ell n o t  to  le a v e  w r itin g  u n til  th e  
l a s t  m in u te  s in c e  th e r e  a re  on ly  80 t ic k e ts ,  and  m o st o f  th o se  soon  go . T h e  p r ic e , 
in c lu s iv e  o f  food  a n d  d r in k  is £5 -  a  b a rg a in  o f f e r  as  a ll  w ho h a v e  b e e n  b e fo re  w ill know 
(10 y e a rs  ago  i t  w as  £4 -  ho w ’s th a t  fo r  b e a tin g  in fla tio n !) .

T o  book , p le a s e  w r i te  a s  so o n  a s  p o ss ib le , an d  e n c lo se  a  s ta m p e d , a d d re s s e d  e n v e lo p e  fo r 
r e tu r n ,  to  A d ria n  P o n t, D e p a r tm e n t  o f E n to m o lo g y , B r itish  M useum  (N a tu ra l  H is to ry ), 
C ro m w e ll R o ad , L ondon  SW? 5BD.

RESULTS OF RECENT FIELD MEETINGS

If  th o se  who led  f ie ld  m e e tin g s  w ould  c a re  to  send  in a  n o te ,  a  r e p o r t  c a n  b e  p u t in th e  
n e x t  is su e . T w o m e e tin g s  c a n  be r e p o r te d  h e re .

T h o m p so n  C o m m o n , N o rfo lk , 1 J u n e  1985

S e v e n  d ip te r is ts ,  p lu s tw o  w ives , a t t e n d e d  th is  m e e tin g , led  by  T ony  Irw in . T he  N o rfo lk  
N a tu ra l is t 's  T ru s t  R e s e rv e  (also SSSI) c o m p rise s  g ra s s la n d , sc ru b  and  w ood land  w ith  
p o o ls  and  m a rsh y  h o llo w s (g la c ia l p ingo  lan d sc a p e ) .

A d u lts  o f th e  s t r a t io m y id s  S tra tio m y s  f u r c a ta  and  O d o n to m y ia  t ig r in a  w e re  found  and 
a q u a tic  la rv a e  o f  fo u r s p e c ie s  w ere  o b ta in e d , in c lu d in g  th e  v e ry  r a r e  O x y c e ra  a n g u la ta . 
H o v e r f l ie s  in c lu d e d  O r th o n e v ra  g e n ic u la ta ,  Q . b re v ic o rn is t  P a rh e lo p h ilu s  f ru te to ru m . 
X y lo ta  a b ie n s , C r io rh in a  a s il ic a , C . b e rb e r in a  and  C . f lo c c o s a . W ife ly  c o n tr ib u tio n  
in c lu d e d  c a p tu re  o f an  E m pis t e s s e l l a ta  c a rry in g  as  p re y  a  m a le  P r io n o c e ra  
s u b s e r r ic o rn is  -  on ly  th e  se co n d  B ritish  sp e c im e n  o f th is  c ra n e f ly !  T he  tip u lid  
L im n o p h ila  a b d o m in a lis  is a lso  a  r a r i ty .
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T he le a d e r  p u rsu a d e d  P h il W ith e rs  to  w ad e  o u t to  tu sso ck s  o f  se d g e  in  d eep  w a te r  sa id  
to  c o n ta in  S te n o m ic ra  -  a ll  we co u ld  se e  w as a b o tto m  above  w a te r  (ju s t), p o o te r  end  
so m e w h ere  in  se d g e , b u t a la s  no such  a c a ly p te r a te  (le t th a t  b e  a  le sso n  th e  n e x t  t im e  
T ony Irw in  d i re c ts  you  in to  r id ic u lo u s  s itu a tio n s !) . H o w ev er, P h il d id  find  a  m o th  fly  
new  to  B r ita in  du rin g  th e  day .

C hapterhouse-ou-M endip, 29 June -  7 Ju ly  1985

A p a r ty  of 18 a t te n d e d . T h e  f ie ld  c e n tr e  p ro v e d  v e ry  fu n tio n a l an d  p ro v id e d  a  good 
b a se  from  w hich  to  ru n  fo ra y s  to  a  w ide  ra n g e  o f s i te s  over a  10-20 m ile  ra d iu s . A f te r  
e a r l ie r  a b y sm a l w e a th e r , an  a n tic y c lo n e  a r r iv e d  to  g ive  sunny c o n d itio n s  d u rin g  m uch  of 
ou r s ta y .

L im e s to n e  g ra ss la n d s  on th e  M endips y ie ld e d  a t  a  s e v e ra l  s i te s  th e  b e e  fly  B om bylius 
c a n e sc e n s , th e  rh ag io n id  S y m p h o ro m y ia  im m a c u la ta  and  th e  conop id  T h e c o p h o ra  a t r a .

W oodlands p ro v id e d  a  good ra n g e  o f  s p e c ie s . T he  h o v e rf l ie s  V o lu c e lla  in f la ta .  E u m eru s  
o rn a tu s  and  P ip iz a  a n s tr ia c a  p ro v ed  w id e sp re a d . X y lo ta  c o e ru le iv e n tr is  w as found  in 
d ec id u o u s  w ood land , n o t f a r  from  c o n ife rs , b u t th e r e  w as no sign  o f X. f lo ru m . The 
fungus g n a t  to ta l  r e a c h e d  132 sp e c ie s , in c lu d in g  th e  seco n d  B ritish  re c o rd  o f M ycom ya 
p e c t in i f e r a .  and  one s i te  y ie ld e d  78 s p e c ie s . T h e re  w e re  a  n u m b er o f  in te r e s t in g  
c ra n e f l ie s  in c lu d in g  T ip u la  se le n e  an d  L im o n ia  in u s ta .

B errow  dunes, w ith  i t s  p o n d  and  c u rio u s  s a ltm a rs h , w as a  p o p u la r  lo c a l i ty .  T h e re  w ere  
v a rio u s  s tr a t io m y id s , th e  o t i t id  M e lie r ia  o m issa  an d  som e n ic e  do lich o p o d id s  in c lu d in g  
b o th  s p e c ie s  o f T h in o p h ilu s . O ne o f th e  p a r ty  m ade  q u ite  a  s tu d y  o f  s a ltm a rs h  
lo c a l it ie s .

P re d ic ta b ly  th e  S o m e rse t le v e ls  w e re  r ic h  in  s tr a t io m y id s . O d o n to m y ia  o rn a ta . 
S tra tio m y s  f u rc a ta .  V anoy ia  te n u ic o rn is  and  o th e r  sp e c ie s  w e re  w id e ly  re c o rd e d , 
s o m e tim e s  in n u m b ers . T he  h o v e rf ly  L e jo p s  v i t t a t a  seem s to  b e  a lm o s t a n y w h e re  th a t  
S c irpus m a r itim u s  g row s.

D uring  su ch  a  p ro d u c tiv e  w eek , a  su m m a ry  s ta te m e n t  c a n n o t do ju s t i c e .  We h ad  our 
fa i lu re s , su ch  as  no s ig h t o f  th e  h o v e rf ly  M y o le p ta  p o te n s  o r  o f th e  a s ilid  E p itr ip tu s  
a r th r i t ic u s .  b u t e v e ry o n e  se e m s  w ell s a t is f ie d  w ith  th e ir  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  S o m e rse t  and  
A von.

FUTURE MEETINGS

L eybu m , Y orkshire, 3 -6  O ctob er 1985

T he a u tu m n  fo ra y , w hen  c ra n e f l ie s  and  fungus g n a ts  p ro v id e  th e  m ain  o b je c t iv e  of 
re c o rd in g , w ill b e  a t  L ey b u rn  in  th e  P e n n in e s . T he  a re a  h a s  b e e n  c h o sen  b e c a u se  it  
seem s to  b e  an  e x c e p tio n a lly  p o o rly  know n a re a  fo r  in se c ts  as  a  w hole , y e t  th e r e  a re  
c le a r ly  e x c e l le n t  h a b ita ts  a v a ila b le . W ooded v a lley s  w ith  s t r e a m s  an d  r iv e r s  shou ld  be 
v e ry  p ro d u c tiv e  a t  th is  t im e  o f y e a r  and  th e re  a re  bogs and o th e r  u s e fu l  h a b i ta ts  th a t  
a lso  d e se rv e  a t te n t io n .

A c c o m m o d a tio n  w ill be a r ra n g e d  a t  a  g u e s t  house  on ce  we know  how m an y  a re  com ing . 
T he  id e a  is to  a sse m b le  in th e  ev en in g  o f  W ednesday , 2 O c to b e r  b u t i f  you  c a n  on ly  jo in  
in a t  th e  w eek en d  i t  w ill s t i l l  be  n ic e  to  see  you  -  to  h e lp  w ith  c o lle c t in g  i f  n o t 
id e n tify in g . T he  N C C  L ey b u rn  O ff ic e  w ill p ro v id e  a  w ork ing  b ase  fo r  s o r t in g  m a te r ia l  
in th e  ev en in g s . If you  a re  in te r e s te d ,  c o n ta c t  Ian  M cL ean , N C C  P e te rb o ro u g h .
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N e x t  y e a rs  m e e tin g s
We h a d  h o p ed  to  s o r t  o u t a  b a se  fo r  n e x t su m m e rs  m e e tin g  in  t im e  fo r  th is  B u lle tin . 
H o w e v e r , i t  h a s  n o t  p ro v e d  p o ss ib le  b u t  w e h o p e  to  a n n o u n c e  in  N o v e m b e r  th e  p la c e  an d  
d a te s  fo r a  w eek  long  f ie ld  m e e tin g .
T h is  y e a r  we w e re  a b le  to  a n n o u n c e  f ie ld  m e e tin g s  in  s e v e ra l  p a r t s  o f th e  c o u n try .  T his 
is  o n ly  p o ss ib le  i f  p e o p le  s t e p  fo rw a rd  to  le a d  m e e tin g s . T h e re  a r e  now  so m e  250 p e o p le  
on  o u r c i r c u la t io n  l i s t  a n d  m o re  n e e d s  to  be  d o n e  to  c a ta ly s e  lo c a l  r e c o rd in g . H e n c e  it  
w o u ld  b e  n ic e  to  th in k  t h a t  w e c a n  h o ld  a  good  (but n o t o v e r  am b itio u s)  p ro g ra m m e  of 
d a y  o r w e e k e n d  m e e tin g s  in  1986. W ould v o lu n te e rs  fo r  a rra n g in g  m e e tin g s  p le a s e  
c o n ta c t  Icin M c L e a n , T h e  n e x t  B u lle tin  w ill p ro b a b ly  go o u t a ro u n d  C h r is tm a s .
SOME OTHER MEETING DATES
T h e re  a r e  u su a lly  e n q u ir ie s  a b o u t d a te s  o f  o th e r  a u tu m n  e v e n ts .  We know  o f th e  
fo llo w in g .
A m a teu r  E n to m o lo g ist's  S o c ie ty  E xh ib ition
A t th e  C iv ic  C e n t r e ,  H o unslow  (W est L ondon) on S a tu rd a y , 12 O c to b e r .  E q u ip m e n t, new  
a n d  se c o n d  h an d  b o o k s , e t c  w ill be  on  sa le .

B ritish  E n to m o lo g ica l & N a tu ra l H isto ry  S o c ie ty  E xh ib ition
A t th e  O ld  T ow n  H a ll, C h e ls e a , L o n d o n  on S a tu rd a y , 2 N o v e m b e r . T h e re  a r e  u su a lly  a  
f a i r  n u m b e r  o f d ip te r i s t s  a n d  th e  N C C  c o n tin g e n t w ill be  th e r e ,
Y ork sh ire N a tu ra list's  U nion  -  E n to m o lo g ica l S ec tio n  A G M /E xhib ition
S a tu rd a y , 12 O c to b e r  a t  2 .30  pm  -  L e e d s  U n iv e rs ity  Z o o lo g y  D e p a r tm e n t .  In fo rm a tio n
v ia  R oy  C ro ss le y , 46 S t D a v id s  R o ad , O tle y . (T el. O tle y  464199).
A p o lo g ie s  th a t  D ip te r is t 's  D ay  c la s h e s  w ith  th e  D e rb y sh ire  E n to m o lo g is t 's  S o c ie ty  
E x h ib itio n  a g a in . D ip te r i s t 's  D ay  is n o rm a lly  th e  se c o n d  S a tu rd a y  in  N o v e m b e r , so a s  to  
be p re d ic ta b le ,  b u t o c c a s io n a l ly  w e h a v e  h a d  to  s e le c t  a n o th e r  d a te  if  BM(NH) f a c i l i t ie s  
a r e  n o t a v a i la b le  on  th e  p r e f e r r e d  d a te  a n d  w e a lso  t r y  to  av o id  a  c la sh  w ith  B r it ,  E n t, 
S o c . We u su a lly  know  a  y e a r  a h e a d ,
INVERTEBRATE SITE REGISTER
M any  o f you w ill a l r e a d y  know  o f th e  I n v e r te b r a te  S ite  R e g is te r  o rg a n ise d  by  th e  
N a tu re  C o n se rv a n c y  C o u n c il. T he  a im  is  to  c o m p le te  th e  c o v e ra g e  o f c o u n ty  re v ie w s  
(h a lf  o f E n g lan d  s t i l l  r e m a in in g  to  b e  done) an d  to  m ak e  h e a d w a y  on n a t io n a l  re v ie w s  of 
s p e c ie s  g ro u p s.
S te v e n  F a lk  is  c u r r e n t ly  on  c o n t r a c t  a t  N C C  P e te rb o ro u g h  to  u n d e r ta k e  th e  n a t io n a l  
re v ie w  o f c o n s e rv a t io n  p r io r i t ie s  fo r  D ip te ra .  H e is a l r e a d y  in  c o n ta c t  w ith  so m e  o f  th e  
s p e c ia l i s t s  to  d ra w  up l i s t s  o f r a r e  s p e c ie s ,  m o re  b ro a d ly  th a n  th e  fo r th c o m in g  R e d  D a ta  
B ook , as th e  b a s is  fo r  e v a lu a t in g  s i te  l i s ts .  L a te r  th is  a u tu m n  th e s e  l is ts  w ill be  m o re  
w id e ly  a v a i la b le  an d  h e  w ill be in  c o n ta c t  w ith  a ll  th o se  p e o p le  on th e  re c o rd in g  
s c h e m e s  a d d re s s  l is t  to  c o n s u lt  a b o u t s i te s  o f im p o r ta n c e .
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We a re  t ry in g  to  b rin g  in v e r te b r a te s  a s  a  w hole  in to  m a in s tre a m  c o n s e rv a t io n . T he 
b a s is  o f th is  h a s  to  b e  d e f in in g  w h ich  s i t e s  a r e  im p o r ta n t  a n d  th e n  try in g  to  e n s u re  th e s e  
s i te s  h av e  a  fu tu re ,  in c lu d in g  a p p ro p r ia te  m a n a g e m e n t. I t  is h o p ed  th a t  d ip te r is t s  w ill 
jo in  w ith  us in  e n su rin g  o u r fa v o u r i te  p la c e s  a re  n o t n e g le c te d  -  th e r e  is m o re  to  l i fe  
th a n  b u t te r f l i e s  and  b irds!
A m ong  th e  six  e n to m o lo g is ts  w o rk in g  on th e  ISR a t  p r e s e n t ,  m o s t a r e  know n  to  th e  
d ip te r is t 's  w o rld  in  v a rio u s  q u a r te r s .  S tu a r t  B all is c o l la t in g  c o u n ty  re v ie w s  fo r NE 
E n g lan d  (and l a t e r  p a r t s  o f M id lands a n d  SW), A ndy  F o s te r  h a s  E a s t  A n g lia , P e t e r  K irby  
h a s  E a s t  M id lands an d  R o g e r  K ey  is e n g ro sse d  in n o r th e r n  E n g lan d  (m inus NE) and  
C h e sh ire . P a u l H y m an , w ho is c a r ry in g  o u t th e  n a tio n a l re v ie w  o f C o le o p te ra ,  c la im s  
no m o re  th a n  to  be a b le  to  sw ip e  th e  o c c a s io n a l f ly  to  p a s s  on .
So, i t 's  a ll  g o ing  to  h a p p e n  in  an  a l l  to o  s h o r t  tw o  y e a rs .  T h e re  w ill th e n  h a v e  to  be a  
m a jo r r e -e v a lu a t io n  o f a ll  s i te s ,  in c lu d in g  Wciles, S c o tla n d  a n d  th e  h a lf  o f E n g lan d  w h e re  
c o u n ty  re v ie w s  o f te n  m isse d  o u t on in c lu d in g  in fo rm a tio n  on  s i te s  o f  v a lu e  fo r  D ip te ra .
TH E P E T E R B O R O U G H  E F F E C T
T h e re  seem  to  b e  lo ts  o f e n q u ir ie s  a s  to  w h a t i t 's  like  in  e x ile  fro m  L o n d o n . W ell, i t 's  
n o th in g  lik e  th e  TV a d v e r ts  fo r  a  s t a r t  -  th e  sm e ll o f  n u m e ro u s  b r ic k w o rk s  ch im n e y s , 
and  th e  su g a r b e e t  f a c to r y ,  an d  th e  35 m ile s  o f f la t  a g r ic i i l tu r a l  'd e s e r t ' to  K ings Lynn, 
do n o t m ake good v iew ing .
H o w ev er, th e r e  p ro v e  to  b e  so m e  su rp r is e s . T h e re  a re  a  few  good s i te s  fo r  
s tr a t io m y id s . O ne su ch  s i te  p ro d u c e d  5 s p e c ie s  o f a q u a t ic  s t r a t s  a s  la rv a e  in  o n e  v is it , 
and  th e  n e x t  v is it  y ie ld e d  n in e  s p e c ie s  a s  a d u lts  -  a  to ta l  o f  10 a q u a t ic  s p e c ie s .  A n o th e r 
s i te  h a s  O x y c e ra  te r m in a te  w h ich  is o n ly  know n fro m  SW E n g lan d . I t  w as a lso  a  su rp r ise  
th a t  th e  s o u th e rn  a s ilid  M ach im u s ru s t ic u s  sh o u ld  be on an  N N R  c lo se  by . H o v e rf lie s  
h a v e  in c lu d ed  V o lu c e lla  in f l a t e  (in s e v e ra l  w oods), B ra c h y o p a  p ilo sa . O r th o n e v ra  
b re v ic o rn is  a n d  M e ta sy rp h u s  la t i lu n u la tu s .
T h e re  a re  so m e  u se fu l f in d s  a c ro s s  v a rio u s  o th e r  fa m il ie s ,  in c lu d in g  a  c ra n e f ly  
(E r io p te ra ) an d  tw o  p ip u n c u lid s  th a t  a p p e a r  to  be  new  to  B r ita in ,
I t  is re a l ly  v e ry  co n fu s in g  s in c e  w e d o n 't know  w h ere  w e b e lo n g . We a re  n o t  in  th e  
so u th  (since th e  n o r th e rn  c ra n e f ly  P i la r ia  b a ta v a  is h e re ) ,  w e a re  n o t  n o r th e rn  (NB 
M ach im us ru s t ic u s ). w e a re  n o t e a s te r n  (NB O x y c e ra  te rm in a ta )  an d  w e  a re  n o t w e s te rn  
(NB C h ry so to x u m  v e r r a l l i ). I t  ju s t  g o e s  to  p ro v e  P e te rb o ro u g h  is in  th e  m id d le  of 
n o w h e re  in  p a r t ic u la r ,  b u t i t  looks as  th o u g h  so m e  in te r e s t in g  d is tr ib u t io n  r e c o rd s  a re  
o u t th e r e  b ey o n d  th e  b la c k  g la s s  o f f ic e  w indow s.
1985 -  A C U R IO U S SEASON IN D EED
T h e re  is p ro b a b ly  no su ch  th in g  as a  ty p ic a l  su m m e r, b u t we c a n n o t le t  1985 go by 
w ith o u t c o m m e n t. Y ou m ay  r e c a l l  th a t  1983 an d  84 h a d  r a th e r  co o l sp rin g s  fo llo w e d  by 
h o t d ro u g h t c o n d itio n s . H av in g  g o t o u r sun  ta n s , th is  y e a r  h a s  b e e n  a  co ld  s t a r t  
fo llo w ed  by -  y e s , co ld . A nd if  you  a re  o n ly  co m p la in in g  of co ld  you  h a v e  b e e n  lu c k y  -in  
m any  p a r ts  o f B r ita in  i t  h a s  b een  v e ry  w e t a s  w ell. A c tu a lly , by s h e e r  f lu k e  th e  m ain  
su m m e r f ie ld  m e e tin g  h i t  one  o f th e  few  p a tc h e s  o f  r e a l  su m m e r. A nd o f  c o u rse  to d a y , 
d u rin g  p ro o f re a d in g  of th is  B u lle tin , i t  is an  In d ia n  S u m m er.
I t  se e m s a ll b ra n c h e s  o f e n to m o lo g y  a r e  co m p la in in g  o f c u r io u s  re s u l ts .  A m ong D ip te ra ,  
th e  se a so n  h a s  b e e n  m a rk e d  by  th e  la c k  of sp e c im e n s  in  so m an y  fa m ilie s . S c io m y z id s , 
fo r in s ta n c e , a re  v ir tu a lly  e x t in c t  i t  w ou ld  s e e m , w ith  to p  s i t e s  s c a rc e ly  a b le  to  tu rn  up 
m o re  th a n  a  to k e n  sp e c im e n . I t 's  c e r ta in ly  b e e n  an  in c re d ib ly  p o o r se a so n  fo r  c ra n e f l ie s  
in m an y  so u th e rn  lo c a l i t ie s  (p robab ly  a s  a  re s u l t  o f  e a r l ie r  d ro u g h t).
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S h o u ld  th e r e  b e  c o n tr ib u t io n s  o f  in te r e s t in g  n ew s on th is  s u b je c t ,  a  s h o r t  re v ie w  w ill be 
in c lu d e d  in  th e  n e x t  B u lle tin .
A N D  N O W ______ SWALLOW THIS
W e th o u g h t th a t  n o th in g  c o u ld  c o m p e te  w ith  B ill E ly 's  p o o te r ,  b u t h e  m ay  h a v e  fo u n d  his 
m a tc h .  A n a r t i c l e  in  'B ird s ' m a g a z in e  sa y s  th a t  a h a lf  g ro w n  b ro o d  o f f iv e  sw a llo w s  can  
e a t  m o re  th a n  6 ,000  f l ie s  a  day . N ow  if  th a t  w e re  th e  a v e ra g e  c o n su m p tio n  fo r 
n e s t l in g s ,  w h ich  ta k e  20 to  21 d ay s to  m a tu re ,  th a t  w ould  be 120 ,000  f l ie s  p e r  b ro o d  of 
f iv e . A c c o rd in g  to  th e  'A t la s  o f B r it is h  B ird s ' th e r e  a r e  b e tw e e n  500 ,000  an d  1 ,000 ,000  
b re e d in g  p a ir s  o f  sw a llo w s  in  th e  B r i t is h  Is le s  ( le ts  s a y  I  m illio n ). T h is  im p lie s  th a t  45 
m illlio n  f l ie s  a  d a y  a re  c ra m m e d  dow n sw allow  n e s tl in g s  th r o a ts ,  o r  900 m illio n  f l ie s  p e r  
r e a r e d  b ro o d  n a t io n a l ly  -  a p a r t  fro m  w h a t th e  a d u lts  e a t .  A nd sw a llo w s h a v e  m o re  th a n  
o n e  b ro o d . I t s  en o u g h  to  p u t you  o f f  sw a llo w s as th e  sy m b o l o f  su m m e r -  a n d  p le a s e  
d o n 't  m e n tio n  f ly  c a tc h e r s .
T h a n k  g o o d n e ss  th e r e 's  o n ly  one  B ill E ly  .......ah , c o m e  to  th in k  o f i t  th o u g h , h e  h a s  a
brood!

C e n tr a l  P a n e l  o f  D ip te ra  
R e c o rd in g  S c h e m e  O rg a n ise rs

C o -o rd in a to r
A E S tu b b s
N a tu re  C o n se rv a n c y  C o u n c il 
N o r th m in s te r  H o u se  
P e te rb o ro u g h  P E I  lU A  
(T e lep h o n e : P e te rb o ro u g h  (0733) 40345)

F i r s t  I n te rn a t io n a l  C o n g re s s  o f D ip te ro lo g y  -  B u d ap es t 17-24 A u g u st 1986
A n y o n e  in te r e s te d  in  a t te n d in g ,  an d  a t  c .£ 4 0 0  i t  w ill u n fo r tu n a te ly  m a in ly  be th e  
p ro fe s s io n a l d ip te r i s t 's ,  sh o u ld  n o te  th a t  Ian  W hite  and  A d ria n  P o n t a re  h op ing  to  m ak e  
a  b lo ck  b o o k in g  fo r  t r a v e l  w h ich  w ill re d u c e  c o s ts . T h e y  m ay  be c o n ta c te d  a t  th e  
B r it is h  M useum  (N a tu ra l  H is to ry ) , C ro m w e ll R o ad , L ondon  SW7 5BD . T e l. 0 1 -589-6323


