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It Is a pleasure to record that, as in the previous Newsletter, the rate of
subm ssion of contributions by nenbers of the Hoverfly Recording Schene
continues to be very satisfactory. However, in producing this belated issue,
it is well worth mentioning that | have used up alnost all the material so far

sent 1n and that | would now appreci ate norel!

It wll be of great encouragement to menbers to learn that the Nature
Conservancy Council has been able to find sufficient funds to enable the
exi sting Hoverfly records to be entered into the Biological Records Centre
(Institute of Terrestrial Ecology, Natural Environnent Research Council)
conputer files. This work wll commence before the end of the financial year
and, It is estimated, is likely to take about six nonths. The length of this
period nust be a satisfying neasure of the activities of schene contributors.
You wll note that the timng of this operation allows a space in which to
send I n those records on which you may have been 'sitting to be sure they are
included in this first phase of ingestion/digestion by the conputer] |

recently promi sed to produce a second provisional Atlas of the Hoverflies of
the British Isles in which | had set nyself a deadline of around summer,

1986. However, in viewof devel opments, it now seens futile for me to conpile

maps by hand when the conputer can produce them SO nuch nore easily. Thus it
seens sensi bl e t o suggest a postponed date for the second provisional Atl|as of

W nter 1987.

In the review of Ernst Torpe s Hoverfly book in this issue, it is suggested
that in the next issue we should begin to include accounts of Palaearctic

genera represented by species present in the British isless This wder view
must have strong attractions, and contributions from those who feel

appropriately nmotivated will be very wel cone.

Inthis issue you will note a first major contribution devoted to the juvenile
stages and habits of Hoverflies, as foreshadowed by comments in earlier
| ssues. W would welcone contributions in this area, even if these are of a
fragmentary nature and on individual speci es.

A second edition of British Hoverflies (A E Stubbs & S J Falk) is now in
oreparation and will eventualTy be published by the British Entonol ogi cal and
Natural History Society. This nust be a source of satisfaction to Hoverfly

Recording Schenme nenbers since to a large extent it is a neasure of your
support of the first edition. W, who have faith in the D ptera Recording
Schene in general, look forward to works of this nature on other groups of

fli es.

Philip F Entw stle

NERC | nstitute of Virol ogy
Mansfi el d Road

Oxford

OX1 3SR
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Botes OB Nl crodcmmdtiblllala Ml t Boyd Barr

I n response to ' A plaa for collection of information on the distribution of
Mcrodon in Britain®* (P f Entwistle, 1982, Hoverfly Newsletter No 1) the
fol l ow ng notes maiy be of SONME interest.

On 25 February 1984, | decided to revisit a site on the Island of Mill where
in June 1983 | had taken a single specinen of Mcrodonintabilis to attenpt to
search for larvae, This site is an inland, Well drained, south facing one
wi th an abundance of ant nests After only a few mnutes X had collected a
nunber of spent puparia still attached to the underside of the large rocks
that cover the hosts nests, Being quite early in the season, |arvae were a
ittle difficult tocone by, However, two hours later in addition to 70 spent
ouparia | had also found 7 snmallish larvad One interesting feature of -the
arvae was that they were at variable stages of devel opnent, some being nuch
smal |l er than others It may be that larvae require two years, in SONE
| nstances, to develop fully here in the Hebrides.

M/ next visit to the same site was on 24 April 1984 This tifme X was | ucky
enough to find four full grown |arvae which pupated the next day At the
point of pupation the larva begins to turn nuch darker fromits dull opagque
white toadull matt lightish brown The irregular pol ygonal patterns on the
dorsumare a dark buffs The puparial head cap is outlined with a l'ight buff
coloured |ine which extends fromthe centre of the lateral |ine down to the
fringe of the venter thus dividing the head cap into two equal parts The cap
actually divides into three upon energence of the adult (see figures). \Wen
the pupariumis fresh the head cap is adorned with two |ight buff col oured
spots which at first are flush with the dorsal surface but soon begin to done
out. After a couple of days these doned spots are forced off the head cap to
make way for paired® horns*. These horns are quite glossy in conparison wth
the rest of the puparium being slightly darker brown and surrounded by a
circle of the original buff coloured spot. The horns thensel ves are adorned
wi th nunerous rai sed spots at the apex but clear of such narkings at the point
of Attachnent.

Two nore visits were amde to the sane site to search for fresh puparia These
were on 1 May 1984 when 14 puparia were collected and 9 May 1984 when 17 were
found CObserving the |arvae collected on 24 April it appeared that the pupal
period Is about 36 days Xf we take the first adult emergence from puparia
collected on 9 May (those from which adults appeared within 24 hours) we can
estimate the date of pupation to have been around 3 April 1984  Sex ratios
appeared to be even, the 14 puparia collected on 1 May producing 7 nal es and 7
females wth a marked tendency for fenmales to energe |ater than nales
Unfortunately the puparia collected on 9 May were not all fromthe sane nest,
al though the two ant nests were only a netre apart., Nevert hel ess, the
tendency of females to energe later was still apparent.

~ol  ow ng frequent visits tothis locality a few ot her observations shoul d be
recor ded Firstly Donisthorpe (1927, (uests of British Ants, Routledge,
_ondon) stated that the larva is quite safe as long as it remai ns dorsal side
up  However, X have seen a couple of exanples of ants consum ng semni=pupat ed
specinens still attached by their ventral soles  Secondly, Verrall (1901,
British Flies. vol 8, @rney and Jackson, London) stated that the hunm ng
noi se of the adult is crsated by the halteres vibrating against short bristly
hairs X did not observe thisi close inspection of fresh speci nens showed
that the sound is produced by rapid stridulation of the wings The adults
w Il " perform’ when disturbed and rai se thenselves up on their |egs, swaying
fromside to side whilst emtting this hynenopterous bussing note  Finally,

anot her observation | have not seen in the literature relates to adults
feeding On 5 June 1984 X boxed a rather atupified nale that was feeding on
bedat raw f | ower s.




M crodon nutabilis
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X hope these notes prove of sone interest and | shoul d be very pleased to hear
fromot her recorders any observations they nay have of M crodon species, X am

also willing to exchange specinens of M witabilia for other [ess conmmobn
Syr phi das

The Bothy, G enleedle, Salen, Aros, Isle of Mill.

Faraeyrphus = a brief profile s David N Roberteon

Snail to medium flies, species of Parasyrphus usually have yellow spots
rounded posteriorly or yellow bands wth an undul ating posterior margin and

roll ed over margins to the tergitea though, as Vokeroth ( 1969) points out the
abdonmen in R nigritarsis is distinctly, if weakly, margined. The genus is

one of the nost clearly defined in the tribe Syrphlni.

Sonet i mes known as Mesosyrphus or Phal aorodira, Parasyrphus contains at |east
27 species Eleven are known from Europe and Asia and 16 fromNorth Anerica
Si x species are found in the British |Isles, although no British speci nens of
P nigritarsia have been confirnmed for several years, It is an entirely
northern genus being found in the Holarctic region including the Arctic
Circle, but excluding North Africa

Wth the exception of B nigritarsias a rarity only recorded in the north of
Scotl and = Paraayrphus speci es appear to be enerahy distributed in Britain
t oday and are perhaps extending their ranges gn connettion with the spread of
coni f erous woodl and  For exanple, recent records of R nmallnellus, which Coe
(1953) described as rare, have bridged the gap in the disjunct distribution
( not hi ng between Perthshire and Sout hern Engl and) given by Coe. \Wen British
Hoverfliea (A E Stubbs and S J Falk, 1983, British Entonol ogical and Natural
Hi story Society) appeared, the status of B annul stua in Scotland was unknown
and the northern limts of P. |lineolus were uncertain. The records now reveal
the fornmer as probably not unconmon in Scotland as far north as Sutherl and as,
it turns out isthe situationwith P |1neol us

Speci es of Paraayrphus are strongly associated with coniferous woodl and.

However |arvae of P vittlger have been found in Switzerland by Goeldlin de
Ti ef enau ( 1974) feedi ng on aphi ds on bl ackcurrant and adults have been caught
in emergence traps on a spruce forest floor in Czechosl ovakia ( Xhla, 1980).

|t seens likely therefore that the [arvae of at |east sone of the Parasyrphus
wi ||l prey on aphids froma variety of host plants and habitats. P |1neol us
i s al so known t o be aphi dophagoue (Goel dlin de Tiefenau, 1974) and associ at ed
with spruce (Entwi stle, 1983). P nigritarsia has been reported from the
Conti nent as feeding on the eggs and [arvae of chrysonelid beetles (Schnei der,

1953). R punctul atus has been observed l|aying eggs on young spruce shoots
( St ubbs, 1983). Considering how frequently adults of the genus are
encountered, remarkably little i s known of the i nmmture stages on the basis of
which Dr G E Rotheray (in this issue) suggests a specialist habit for the
genua possi bly making detection sonmewhat difficult. P CGoeldlin de Tiefenau
(1974, Mtt. Schweiz, ent. Ges, 47, 151=252) was able to describe |arvae and
puparia of B lineolus and B vlttiger which he reared by inducing adults to
ovi posit in captivity and then rearing the |arvae on Aphis fabae, the combn
bl ack aphi d of beans

R punctulatua is early on the wing (March-June) as is R malinellus
CApril=June). P nigritarala appears to be an early sunper speciess the few
dates for this country are in June while van der oot ( 1981) gives a m d«May

to early July flight period for North West Europe. The remaining 3 British
species are found from May to August, with B vittlger extending into




Sept enber. De Tiefenau comments that several species (at |east on the
Continent) participate in autumal mgrations notably P annul stus, P

lineolus and P wvittlger, but that though they are often locally abundant,
they constitute only a small percentage of mgratory syrphid swarns '

In the field we probably overlook many Parasyrphus because of their
superficial resenblance to commoner species in other genera. Spei ght,
Chandl er and Nash (1975) draw attention to this, conparing P mlineHUB and
P vittiger with Syrphus rlbesli/S vitripennls, and P annulatua and P
i neol us with Mel angyna cl ncta and Mellscaeva cinctella So an extra careful

00K at speci mens of all these species is needed to be sure that they are not
Par asyr phus.

| dentification of Parasyrphus i s not always straightforward and it 1S unw se
to rely on abdominal colour patterns since these can varyt P annulatua can
nave the band on the third tergite interrupted and B vittlger can have the
pands on the third and fourth tergites separated into spots. Coments oOn
i ndi vi dual speci es and conparisons with related species such as are provided
oy Verrall (1901) and Stubbs (1983) are extrenely useful> and access to nuseum
and ot her collections (and to a know edgeabl e curator!l) can be invaluable in
resolving difficulties

There may be nore than the 6 species of Parasyrphus presently known fromthe
British Isles, soit is well worth | ooking out for them

| amgrateful to Philip Entwistle and Graham Rotheray for the hel p X received
in putting this brief note together.

A proposed revi sion of Eurobean Chei | osl a t St even J Fal k

Readers may be interested in a revision of the European species of the genus
Cheil osl a which I amcurrently undertaking The work originated as a study to
determne the use of male genitaliali in identifying British species. This
denonstrated that the male genitaliaj do provide a large nunber of useful
characteristics, which greatly aid the separation of npst British species, and

al so strongly reflecting the phylogeriy of the group, so that at long |ast
nat ural subdi vi si ons of the genus may be possi bl e.

So far | have made detailed drawings of the nale genitalia of all the British
speci es and nost of the European ones.. | hope to eventually cover the nale
and femal e genitalia, and | arvae, of as}nany Eur opean speci es as are avail abl e
to me  Detailed norphological and genitalial descriptions and new keys are
bei ng presently produced and it is.mortA noti ng that none of the European keys
i s conpl etely accurate or easy to use.

his project has al so given nme the opportunity to revise much of the British
and European collection of Cheilosia at the BWMNH and to identify nuch
accession material for early Incorporation into the main collection. This
wi || provide long series of npst European species. | amalso very interested
in the potential of Cheilosla as weed control agents and thus will undertake
sone bi ol ogi cal studies

The work has so far clarified many problens and produced plenty nore to

replace themth | would |ike to nake thj foll owing anmendments to Stubbs and
Fal k (1983, British Hoverfllea, Britidn Entonological and Natural History
Soci ety)s

1. Sp C(pp 84 and 176) is sinply a dwarf specimen of G _fraterna and its
simlarity toG_Vernalie reflects thpir close phylogenetic relationship.

ll'-.



2 The strange specinen of C praecox with a swollen frons referred to on
page 172 is a rather smal| though ot herw se normal exanple of C nebul osa,
this being confirned by genitalia.

3 Sp D(p 176) and E(p 177) are both broods of G proxima (Falk, in prep).
4, The status of sp Aand Bis still being determ ned

Any European material or even British (especially problematic speci mens) pl us

rearing and other biological information, would be greatly appreciated and
W || ensure that the final publication does justice to this highly difficult

groups
S J Fal k, Nature Conservancy Council, Northm nster House, Peterborough PEL 1UA

| nt r oduci ng predaci ous Hoverfly | arvae : G aham E Rot heray

The great mmjority of Syrphinae are predators of aphids, Their |arvae are
uni que among Diptera in being diversely coloured and patterned, Mich of this

coloration is cryptic in nature For instance, Epistrophe |arvae are
remarkably flattened and green, suiting them to canouflage on |eaves
Dasysyrphus |arvae are simlarly flattened, but are brown and hide on bark
Cthers are partially opaque and further disguise thenselves with disruptive
bl ack and white col bur patterns eg Syrphus and Epi ayr phua,

There are three |arval stages. The /\hi rd stage, which is about 1=2 cmlong is
sinply distinguished from all other Diptera by the possession of a sin ‘e
respiratory processs This is a.tawy coloured projection at the end of the
body. In | arvae Ogé al | ot her Dlpt e{ra it is either inconspicuous or divided

into two well P@@ﬁ Sed parts. First and second stages have sinmilarly divided
respiratory p but can be 3i stinguished by their generally opaque

appearance. At theifront end of the)body the black scythesshaped mouthparts
can be seen through t he i nt egunent. |

Smal | er speci es Suoh as Pl atychei rus and Sphaerophoria require 200=300 aphi ds
t o conpl et e devel opment whereas I ar gelr species Iike Syrphus and Scaeva need up
to 60Q Hoverfly larvae are sucking predators and aphids are captured only

during characteristic hunting novenents called ' casts*. These involve lifting
the front end of the body and expanding it forward on to the substrate
~During feeding, struggling aphids ar;’e often raised up fromthe plant and hel d

i n the nouthparts with sticky salival

Saliva is i Tpor t ant in other ways. For exanple it is used for defence. If a
larva MMANAQES to smear a parasitoil's antennae or mouthparts, the parasitoid

will end its attack  Larvae allfo use it to aid novement.  As part of
loconotion, saliva is frequently "daubed on the substrate and |arvae nove
t hrough jt. By coating the undetsurface in this way, neniscus forces form

bet ween t he |arva and the sybstrat a

Most  comon syrphines are noderktely polyphagous on herb [|ayer aphids
Epi syrphus_ balteatus and Syrphup rlbesii are notably nore polyphagous
occurring on a wde range o vecetation from grasses to trees, Pi pI zI ni
prefer ' hidden* aphids in galls, curled | eaves and on roots Judging fromthe
few "described species, Mlangyysa, Parasyrphus and allied genera are
speci al i st s« M cincta 1s found principalTy on beech aphids. The

appropriately white coloured larvalof M unbell atarumfeeds on hogweed aphi ds
and the bird dropping minmic, M tr:langulifera, is on birch




Fi nding Hoverfly larvae presents little difficulty. Look for aphid colonies
at the growing tips of plants. underneath |eaves etc and carefully search

around them Third stage larvae tend to spend the day |ow down on the plant
hiding in leaf curls, beside raised leaf veins or on the ground, so search

these places as well. They are nost active at dawn and dusk - definitely the
best times to obtain |arvae and observe feeding. Beating trees 1S another
good way to obtain [arvae. Also, leaf litter searches are productive,

particularly inwinter. Cultures are easy to start Wth gravid f emal es caught
from the field. Pl ace females with aphids in a small container such as a
Petri dish or sandwi ch box for an hour or so to obtalin eggs.

McLean, in the Di pteri st' s Handbook, gives details of rearing techniques
However, because of cannabalism rear. larvae individually, and resist mxXing
stages or species together. An inportant part of the rearing process is to

watch for the time when the accumul ated black material in the hind gut is
excreted (turn larva over to view). \Wen this happens, feeding is ended and
the larva is ready to begin the next phase of developnent. This could be
pupati on, aestivation or diapause depending on species and tine of year. Wen
excretion is over, wap larvae up in danp tissue paper. This is also the best
way to overwinter |arvae and pupae. Overwintered larvae do not feed again In
t he spri ng.

Virtually no reference collections of larvae exist, A fully annotated
col l ection of larvae, associated aphids, reared adults and parasitoids would
be particularly valuable. Wth barely 'half the British fauna described there
is plenty of scope. Unfortunately, the colours do not preserve well,
especially in individuals with black material in the gut. So detalled notes,
drawi ngs or photographs are necessary. The sinplest way to start identifying
larvae is to identify themfromthe reared adult.

Parasitoids are quite common and interesting in their own right, The nost
common are Diplazontinae (Hym s |chneunoni dae). These can be recogni zed by

their tridentate mandi bles. | would very nmuch like to contact anyone
interested in Hoverfly | arvae, SO please wite.

Graham E Rot heray, Royal Scottish Museum Chanbers Street, Edinburgh EH 1JF

Portevi ni a macul at a

Closely allied to the genus Cheilosla, this species seens seldomto fly far
fromits host plant, ransons often also known as wild garlic, Alilumursinum
Verrall (1901) suspected such an asSoClatlon though he personally met wth
this insect only once, on 13 June 1888 in Dovedale. Indeed the larvae are to
be found in the base of the |eaves. :

A ursinumitself is generally associated W|th danp deci duous woodl and, often
Cal careous, and is neither averse to steep Slopes nor to sone elevation. It

s an insect=pollinated plant.

Over 50% of British records of P__maculata[fall in the last week of My and
the first week of June, with very fewoutside these two nonths. A record of a
male in late Septenber in the vicinjjty of CONPLON Dando. G oucestershire, nay
i ndi cate a | ack of an obligatory di apause and the possibility of nore than one
generation |n warner areas. A propos of this, Seguy records in from
May= August 1 n France

The UK distribution of P. maculata is interesting and is here contrasted wth
that of its host plant. From the distribution; maps, It seens clear that 1n

Engl and, Wales and Western Scotland A ursinlum is frequent.  However, P.
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nmacul ata |'s noet atrongly represented in the @oucester area and in the north
of England* and ruch nore weakly elsewhere - a trend which is rather the
reverse of the distribution of entonologists and therefore Iikely to indicate

a real situation.

There is only one Welsh record, whilst in Ireland P.__maculata seenms to be
restricted to the east despite a scatter of records for A _ursinumacross the
whol e island. It has recently been found on the Isle of Man {Eileen Thorpe in
1985). Such contrasting distributions of insect and host plant could provide
a challenge to those interested in Hoverflies to investigate why this shoul d
be. Alan Stubbs has suggested that in Ssonme areas, eg the south and
sout h=-east, woodl and canopy In areas where A ursinum OCCUrs is often too
dense for the requirenents of P. maculata. |n sone northern |imestone areas
A, ursinumoccurs on quite steep Scree slopes with conparatively open woodl and
canopi es, and here P. nacul ata seens nore frequent.

* \arious records for Lancashire and Cheshire could not be presented on the
map as the appropriate local list gives only vc nunbers instead of naned
| ocal i1 t1 es.

Bri ozona Byrphoi des on the Scottish Low ands : Sir Art hur Duncan®

Some |letters ago you suggested that t might find Eriozona syrphoidea in this
area in 1983. This | failed to do though on 25 June I found a fine female on

a flower of Rhododendron ponticum near G asgow Universi ty's field station by
Loch Lonond, where a group of Scottish entonol ogi sts were enjoying a weekend.

On 10 August 1984 | went to look at a colony of Gayling at Craigturra above
Tynron village (NX 8193) to check whether butterflies were smaller, they
certainly are darker, than those from coastal sitess On ny way along a ride
through a plantation of spruce, with which the Forestry Conmission have, wth

their wusual sensitivity, defaced a previously lovely area, | saw a nale
Eri ozona syrphoides sitting on a yarrow (Achillea mllefolium Tlower.
Eurther search in this area being unrewarded, | went off to the Forest of Ae,

a very large FC plantation covering several thousands of acres In the
headwaters of the rivers Ae, Lochar and Kinnel, where | knew of two easily
reached flowery sites. My search over the next three days was fruitless
t hough persistence (or virtuel) was rewarded by finding Megasyrphus annul I pes,
Dj dea fosciata in nunbers and Xylota coeruleiventria as well as Eristalis
rupi ua both wi despread and common flies in the Scottish Solway area.

PS | wote the above note In |ate August, but at the sane place between 15
and 22 Septenber | saw five Eriozona ayrphoides, two on yarrow, two on
Ragwort (on the same plant on successive days - 25 and 26 September -
di fferent Individuals) and gne on a yellow conposite (Crepis sp?). These
were all apparently freshly or certainly recently energed, There Was an
abundant supply of Devilfs-bit Scabious flowers nuch favoured by both
Ar ct ophi |l a nussitans (~ fulva) and Sericonyia silentis:

* This report IS In response to letters | wote to Sir Arthur who, alas,
as reported in the Diptera Recording Schemes Bulletin No 18, died on 2

Novenber 1984.



Erl oxona syrpholdea in the northern H ghlands of Scotl and

and a possibl e new syrphid trappi ng net hod

T H Pennington first encountered this notable Hoverfly in the British |sles
but in ignorance of this unreported event in 1969, Peter Crow published his
i ndependant discovery in Wales. Thereafter there was progressive spread (or

could it al so have been progressive discovery?) with, to date, records from
the Forest of Dean, to Yorkshire, to the Lowl ands of Scotland, to dasgow, to
the Carron Valley near Stirling and then to Angus This *list* follows a

geographi c rather than a tenporal cline.

in 1984, on 17 July, | captured a femal e wth ny bare hands = not having a net
avai | abl e = at Phil adel phus blossomin a wild garden at Achany, 3 mles south
of Lairg in the county of Sutherland On 31 May in the follow ng year | found
a male in a Panolis flammea pheronone trap about 20 mles further north in
Nort h Dal chork block of Shin Forest, also in Sutherland  This trap had not
neen inspected for sone tinme so that the specinmen could have been there at
east 8 days previously. Hence we may assume that E syrphoides has now
nenetrated the Highland massif and has nore or |ess reached the very extrene
north of Scotland, There are, of course, coniferous forests(all dom nated by
Pi nus contorta, Lodgepole pine) further north than North Dal chork and to those
fortunafe to be able to visit and to collect in this entonologically
surprising and fascinating region | would recommend further search in Borgie
and Strathy Forests, both very close to the eXtrene north coast and easily
| dentifiable on CS nmaps

Comment is perhaps worthwhile on the pheronmone trap nentioned here |
consisted of a cylindrical reservoir of about one litre capacity with a
renovabl e | obster pot type lid = the entrance to which pointed vertically but
with the entry of rain very effectively prevented by a inverted saucer shaped
roof spaced from the funnel entrance by stal ks each about 3 cm | ong For
our poses of capturing p. flamea males the trap was baited with a sl ow rel ease
oreparation of its female Sex pheronmone and captures were fairly rapidly
Killed by dichlorvos evaporating from a small piece of inpregnated sponge
ol aced at the bottomof the collecting vessel. However, as far as Syrphidae
are concerned, the efficiency of the trap was probably determned by the
bri ght yellow col our of the body (the roof was green) for, as is known from
past experience, yellowis very attractive to this group During the period
in which these traps were observed (April to end June) they appeared
oredom nantly to catch Bachini, Syrphini, Eristalini and Sericonyiini.
-l owers are rather poorly represented in North Dalchork, and it is probably
not abl e that when one of these traps was placed in an area ( Achany), which is
ooth richer in flowers and Hoverflies, it actually trapped fewer fliesl W
mght infer fromthis that it is a poor conpetitor for flowers but could be
very useful in certain situations where flowers are uncomon |t is possible
that variable experience of the effectiveness of coloured waterstraps nay be
attributable to this cause.

I ncidental |y, bumbl ebees were al so caught, especially in traps in nore open
areas rather than in shady rides

Callictra splnolae = a wslcome return: |van Perry

I n Hoverfly Newsletter No 3 CApril, 1984) | discussed the possible extinction
of Callicera splnolaein the British Isles along with a huge dimnutioninits
nmost plausible breeding site, the EEm However, | am pleased to report that

in Septenber 1984, after an absence of four years, it reappeared at its old

locality in the Gog Magog Hills just outside Canbridge. Coe ( Entonol ogi st,
1941, 74, 131-132) conmrent ed on the longevity of larval Callicera rufa and it




IS interesting to speculate that the flies | found in 1984 were the progeny of
the adults seen in 1979, the last time they appeared in any nunbers.
Certainly | had | ooked for C._splnolae every year, and apart fromone found in
1980, none were seen in the intervening years- Al though a few standi ng dead
Blms remain at the locality, it seens likely that C. splnolae nust be using
t he planted Beech trees as a breeding site.

One final point perhaps worth nentioning, and one which I touched on in ny
previous articles the Hornet was absent fromthe Ivy blossomin 1964 - does a
bad Hornet year nmean a good year for C splnol ae and vice versa?

Boverflles and the Isle of Man s Steven Crell I m

The Isl e of Man (10M, which lies equidistant fromScotland and Ireland jn the
Northern third of the Irish Sea, is an Island of approximtely 220 square
mles in area <33 niles long by 12 niles broad). A ridge of high ground.
rising to 2034 feet at the suinalt of Snaefell, runs northeast=sout hwest and it
gives the Island a varied selection of habitats. These habitats are further
diversified by the prevailing westerly winds which, with the relief of the
and, produce variable levels of rainfall within the Island. MId winters
orovide a climte suitable for growing tender plants and so allows the
nossi bility of insects with a southerly distribution on the mainland to occur
in the nore northerly | OM

Net i ve woodl and is very rare in the Island but since 1950 there has been | arge
scale planting of conifers with some hardwoods on the |ower slopes of the
hills. As these plantations have been negl ected entonol ogically, their insect
Inhabitants are little known. This absence of deci duous woodl and, except for
some coastal ' pleasure* glens, wmay have had the effect of causi ng woodl and
species to adapt to nore ' open* habitats such as the areas of wllow carr, or
Curraghs, of the Northern Plain and Central Valley. The Curraghs seemto be
excel l ent habitat for Hoverflies and Sonme nice species such as Tropldla sclta
(Harris), Chalcoayrphus nenorum (F) and Chelloaia nebulosa (Vorrall) have
oeen taken 1n the Curraghs of the Northern Plain. The pleasure glens of the
sland which are wooded may also have some surprises, Bal | agl ass d en
oroduced Mel angyna guttata (Fallén), Parasyrphus vittliger (Zett.) and
Mel angyna 2| abiatarurn (Verrall) froma few hours collecting Another Site of
ecol ogical interest is the area of stony, acid dunes called the Ayres which
cover the extreme north of the Island- The Bonbyliid, Villa nodesta ( Meigen)
I's found sunbathing on the perineter wall of the Point of Ayre Lighthouse
conpound, so other coastal species could be here. |

The first |ist of Hoverflies of the Isle of Man was published in 1948 The
article by A B Wight appeared in "The Peregrine” (1(5), 12=15) which was the
Journal of the Manx Field Club (it is now published by the Manx O nithol ogi cal
Society), and it listed 48 species collected through the efforts of WS Cowi n
of the Manx Miseum Since 1948/ the nunber of species has risen to 95 through
the efforts of J M Nelson, S MGCrellln and Eil een Thorpe, which is 37%of the
British totalf hopefully this will be increased over the next fewyears. The
speci es are those indicated on the |i st.

9 Ash Gove, Ranmsey, Isle of Man

The ovl poei tioQ behavi our at Vol ucella Inanla i Steven J Fal k

In the summer of 1983, a Vespula vulgaris nest was present under the door of
My kitchen at ny house in North London and unfortunately this neant a kitchen
ful'l of wasps whenever food was about, but in August it al so attracted femal es

of Volucella Inanls and | spent SOME tinme observing their oviposition
behavi our.
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Usually a fenale would |and on the wall several feet above the nest ent r ance,
sit still for several minutes and then would fly to within a foot or so and
nervously walk to within a few inches The ovipositor was then repeatedly
ext ended and eggs appeared to be laid on the concrete around the nest hole
After about a minute or SO, or as soon as disturbed by a wasp, the Hoverfly

flewoff and often returned to the spot several feet above the nest and then
repeat ed t he whol e sequence agai n.

| have not seen any papers concerning this behaviour but would |ike to express

a belief that eggs are laid near the nest entrance without the fly actually
enteri ng

Ernst Torpe i Pe Dand ke Svirrefl uer

| n DANMARKS DYW LIU vol. t, 300 pp Price to nonsDanish custoners is D Kr 250
pl us postage(at the tine of witing = 19.386 = this is about £20. 80).

Forewarned in the last Hoverfly Newsletter, this book was published in 1984
It is a credit both to the author and to a rather slender band of recorders
whi ch, though the area of Denmark is considerably less than that of the
British Isles, have an extrenely creditable record in convincingly delineating
the distribution of 263 species -

Ernst Torpé s work is of conpelling interest to naturalists in the British
| sl es because the Hoverfly fauna of that country is both very famliar and yet
alien in kind and degree Thus, exotic genera |ike Temmostona are to be found
whil st Blera fallax, here known only fromthe H ghlands, in Denmark is w dely
di stributed |

Attached to this excellent book is both bad and good news. The bad news for
us is that a large part of the tantalisingly Attractive material is in Danish
t he good news is that individual biological and distributional notes on all of
the species are covered in English and that subscripts to both tables and
figures are bilingual. On reflection, this is very sensible W in Britain,
have little need of a key to Danish species, whereas the need in Denmark
itself is self evident. On the other hand, biological comments are of
uni versal interest. Naps of distribution are, bf course, intotnational.

|

The book itself is produced to a very high standard on good qual ity paper and
i s hard bound in an attractively decorated pal% green cover. It contains four
excel | ent col our photographic plates entailing 112 speci nens and al nost as
many species, and has a |iberal quantity of |ifte drawi ngs, these taken froma
variety of literature sources. Its layout is'as follows+ adult norphol ogy,
pp 15« 18; keys, pp 1%67» biology and ecol ogy,]| pp 6898» cytology (this is an
uni que feature), pp 99 108» predation/ M MDry/di apause/ nigration/ econonic
i nport ance, pp 109% 131» biol ogical notes = species by species (in English), pp
132« 155y literature, pp 156=162» distribution ilpaps (263 in all), pp 164=295
There is a very good index, itself the hallmrk ‘of a conpetent worker. -

|

Ernst Tor pe introduces a nodest |evel of change tot names, possibly presaging a
greater pressure for change as hinted at by: Christian Thonpson, It is
unnecessary to quote all these here, save to say!they appear to be based on an
eval uation of historical precedent. Thus, for |[|S{aNCe Megasyrphus annul i psa
(Zettersted 1838) becomes H erraticus ( Li nnaeus:; 1758).

Thi s book should be added to the library of aliL those who take nore than a

provincial view of syrphid questions, whethef taxonom c, zoogeographic or
ecol ogical = after all, our Islands constitute a fairly trivial part of that

larger regional entity to which we belong, the |Palaearctic, which stretches



fromthe nost western extremties of lIreland to a breath away from Al aska
(If it is of general interest to readers, in future issues | wll introduce
accounts of the larger distribution and habits of genera represented in the
British Isless) One of these days, a gifted [inguist wthin the BRC schenes
will translate into English those parts of Dr Torpe€ s book from which by
| anguage nost of us are currently isol ated

This reviewer extends his congratulations to Dr Torpe for a book which w ||
not only constitute an encouragenment to Danish workers to extend his
observations, but which will al so be an incentive throughout Europe

French Hoverflies t Martin C D Spel ght
| amtrying to gather infonntion about the distribution of French hoverflies

and amprepared to determne |abelled material collected in France Speci nens
woul d be returned to the sender afterwards unl ess this was not required

The hoverfly fauna of regions like Brittany is poorly known, but British
ent onol ogi sts travelling from@G to the continent on holiday frequently nake
smal | collections en route through N France  The Information content of such
smal | collections all too often gets |ost because, for the collector, such
collections rarely relate to anything in particular., I'd be particularly

i nterested to see such materi al.

| n case soneone has a massive hoverfly collection fromthe A ps or sonewhere,
that they would |ike determ neds I would ask that they let me know in advance

how many speci nens are i nvol ved

The French fauna of Syrphidae ijs massive = probably in excess of 400 species
The vol une by Seguy ( 1961) on ghe -rench fauna is difficult to use, out of

date and onits a nunber of rell Y recorded French species. The nountains of
the Vosges possess a fauna containing boreal elenents, The Alps have a
dramatical ly diverse central European fauna. The Pyrenees are a |law unto
t hensel ves, with bits and pieces from everywhere el se and an | berian el ement
which reaches its linit in Europe there. The |owands of N France have a
fauna |i ke that of nost of (eet Britain or Dennmark, the garrigue of the south
supports a Sizeable contlngent of species found only round the rim of the
Medi terranean to Asia Mnor gnf| N Africa -

A consideration of the Frenph hoverfly fauna throws up Sonme puzzles in
relation to the British faunf\ Way are Brachypal pus val gus and Tropidia

fasciata so wdely distributed 1 n France ( 1 ncl udi ng close to the Channel

coast) but unknown in G eat Brltal n? Wiy is Mlangyna arctica unknown from
France al though it reaches thel S coast of England? Wy 1s Callicera spinol ae
recorded from France and Great Britain but not from elsewhere in Western
Europe? Wy is Cheilosia |aflkai found in Ireland and NE France but not in
Great Britain?

Wthout rmore distribution dAta it is inpossible to decide which of such
questions are nore apparent than real.

| should end on a note of cahtion. The taxonony of the European species of
Chei | osi a, Eunerus, w?rodon and Pipizais a mess Athough | aminterested to
see French materr al | on INJ to o these genera | would be fool hardy indeed to
suggest that all such speC|nens can be determined | would expect to have to

return some of themas sp inpet.

Research Branch, Forest an] WIldlife Servi cé# Sidnonton Pl ace, Bray, Co
W ckl ow Irel and |



gssex DovVvilies> an appeal for fvrtlitr raoordi « Rogur GR¢ M

Starting in 1973, three publications have been produced on the ESsex
Hoverflias by Roger Payne. The last of these was an atlas of Provisional naps
(n.d) in which the state of know edge on the distribution of 156 species is

sunssrimed- |t is clear that many species are undersrecorded and that Some
speci es nay have gone yndet ect ed-

Roger woul d wel come any further Essex records of which D ptera Recording

Scheme membel S any be aware. Please contact himat Southend Miuseum Bi ol ogi cal

Records Centre, Central Mseum Victoria Avenue, Southend=on=Sea, 882 6SX
( Tel ephone 0702 330214).

Syrpfcld coll ecti ons mew t o t he Royal Soottish musenm « G aham® Rot heray

In Decenber 1984 we received the entire insect collection of the late Sir
Art hur Duncan. Particular strengths are in the social and solitary bees.
tipulids and syrphids. The syrphid part consists of approximately 2500 staged
adults nostly from the somewhat poorly known Dunfriesshire and Galloway
regi on Cheil osi a, Sphaerophoria and Platycheirus are particularly well
represented as well as a sprinkling of rarities eg Tropldia scita (EM 118 p
30), Xant hogranmes pedl sequum ( EMM 119 p 244), Megssyrphus annul i pes, Eunsr ua
sabul onum and Dasysyrphus hl | arls.

A second col | ecti on was presented through the kindness of Professor and M's A
P G Di xon (University of East Anglia). It conaiata of about 400 agga, |arvaa
and pupae collected from Silwood Perk, Berkshire and various sites in
Scot | and. This is an inportant collection apart from the fact that few
col l ections of early stages exist, because it partially formed the basis of

M's Di xon S val uabl e key to and descriptions of syrphid [arvaa ( 1960, Trans
R Ent. Boc. Lond. 112, 345=379).

Mbst tribes ere represented, except Cheilosiini, and larvae are stored In
al cohol according to details given in her paper.

Anyone wishing details of these collections or indeed any other part of tha
col | actions can do so by contacting G aham E Rotharay, Royal Scottish Miseum

Chambers Street, Edinburgh EH1 1JF (031 225 7534).
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