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Firstly I must apologise to forum members who are receiving the previous 
issue of the newsletter (no. 37) at the same time as this one rather than six 
months ago; it should have been published with the Bulletin of the Dipterists 
Forum No. 57 in the spring, but as it was explained on page 4 of that bulletin, 
there were good reasons why the deadlines for copy had to be adhered to 
strictly, and I failed to get the newsletter to the bulletin editor by his deadline. 
Some members were given hard copies shortly afterwards, and those whose 
email addresses are known to the Forum have, I understand, received it 
electronically, but there are still a number who will be seeing it for the first 
time. In order to avoid a repetition of this situation I shall in future be similarly 
strict with the deadlines for newsletter copy; to be certain of having your notes 
included in the next newsletter, please ensure that they reach me by the 
deadline specified at the end of the editorial section; entries that are a few 
days late may still be included, but I cannot guarantee that they will not have 
to be held over until the subsequent newsletter. If any reader still has not had 
a copy of Newsletter No. 37 please contact me. 
 
I should like to thank Roger Morris for taking on the task of providing a list of 
hoverfly literature. Such lists used to be a regular feature of this newsletter; 
Roger has come up with a way of filling the gap and will bring the feature up 
to date over the next few newsletters.   
 
Copy for Hoverfly Newsletter No. 39 (which is expected to be issued in 
February 2005) should be sent to me: David Iliff, Green Willows, Station 
Road, Woodmancote, Cheltenham, Glos, GL52 9HN, Email 
davidiliff@talk21.com to reach me by 20 December.  
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HOVERFLY RECORDING SCHEME UPDATE 

 
Stuart Ball 

255 Eastfield Road, Peterborough, PE1 4BH  
(stuartball@dsl.pipex.com) 

 
Roger Morris 

7 Vine Street, Stamford, Lincs, PE9 1QE 
 
Some of you will already be aware that Dipterists Forum website has started 
to become active and is growing rapidly.  A website for the Recording Scheme 
is also proposed, and who knows – maybe it will be up and running by the 
time this newsletter emerges from the presses.  In the meantime, we are 
starting to get items ready for web-based dissemination, whilst concentrating 
on getting the DF website on the map.  As part of this process, Stuart has 
prepared an index to both the first and second series of Dipterists Digest (in 
addition to becoming overall webmaster).  Papers on hoverflies form a very 
substantial part of the contents of many issues. 
 
Since we last reported, Roger has entered the entire backlog of paper records 
– perhaps 20,000 records.  However, his version of Recorder is geriatric and 
there is an urgent need to upgrade to Recorder 2002.  This is a job for the 
autumn, as it requires Stuart’s ingenuity to sort out some of the issues of 
upgrade (Roger remains a luddite in all aspects of electronic data 
management!).  Come the autumn, there will also be a push to get machine-
readable datasets incorporated into the National dataset – we have a fair 
collection of downloads from a variety of recorders using spreadsheets etc. 
and will also trawl the bigger recording centres at that time. 
 
In the meantime, Roger has prepared an index of items from past Hoverfly 
Newsletters.  This has been a really interesting exercise as it is noteworthy 
just how many useful articles have appeared in the newsletter.  Many have 
gone on to form additional information in the new version of British 

 2



Hoverflies.  Having an index should enable readers to make much better use 
of the information.  For example, who remembers Phil Withers’ article on 
finding hoverflies early in the morning?  On re-reading this, it struck us that 
this approach might be appropriate in recent hot weather: by 10 a.m. it is often 
so hot that nothing is around, yet those flies that are present must be feeding 
and moving at some time. 
 
Analysing the statistics of contributions to the hoverfly newsletter also makes 
interesting reading as an indication of the level of activity and interest in 
contributing.  Over the 37 issues, there have been 454 notes, articles and 
announcements.  Not all have attributed authors, so one must assume a great 
deal of additional work by the various editors.  Perhaps not surprisingly, David 
Iliff’s contributions far surpass all other authors with a total of 57 attributable 
notes, and many unattributable notes: he has now been editor since 1992 and 
has overseen the production of 23 issues.  Alan Stubbs has been a consistent 
contributor, lying second with 37 notes and articles, with Graham Rotheray 
(21) and Colin Plant (20) lying in 3rd and 4th places respectively.  We owe a 
huge vote of thanks to all four who have taken the trouble to provide 
interesting and relevant notes for our delectation.  Looking back, we must also 
recognise the immense contribution Kenn Watt has made in providing 
updates on relevant hoverfly literature.   At the same time, the number of 
single contributions (69) from readers shows just how widely contribution to 
the newsletters extends. A total of 339 species of hoverfly are discussed, 
including accounts of European and far eastern species.  The top nine 
species mentioned are: 
 
1 Episyrphus balteatus (35) 6 Syrphus ribesii (22) 
2 Volucella zonaria (28) 7 Platycheirus albimanus (21) 

Eristalis tenax (25) 8 Eristalis pertinax (20) 3 
Volucella inanis (25) 9 Syrphus vitripennis (19) 

5 Xanthandrus comtus (23)   
 
We had hoped that the Forum’s summer field meeting in Wiltshire would yield 
a multitude of records, and were disappointed to find that flies were very 
scarce there.  The gaps may be filled to some degree, but numbers were 
terribly poor.  What is the cause of such a dearth of hoverflies?  Well, for 
those who are only interested in hoverflies, you can be reassured that all flies 
are in short supply – not just hoverflies!  The answer to the problem is likely to 
lie in last year’s drought, which seems to have substantially reduced numbers 
of all families of flies, and many other insects.  Bearing in mind this spring’s 
drought, next year may be little better – unless one goes north, so the DF 
meeting in Durham next July may provide a respite to poor recording days; 
let’s hope so. 
 
Not all is gloom, however.  There are increasing reports of hoverflies that 
seem to be responding positively to warmer years.  Our paper on Volucella 
inanis is out (in the BENHS Journal) and the one on V. zonaria will follow 
shortly in the same journal.  Both species are on the move and we hope 
recorders will retain an interest sufficient to put notes in the Newsletter (and to 
send all records in due course).  Interestingly, there are indications of other 
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species on the move.  Volucella inflata is seemingly more common than ever 
before, with reports from Roger Payne in Essex that it is turning up much 
more widely than before.  In Wiltshire and Gloucestershire it was noted at a 
variety of sites during Dipterists Week, and here in the East Midlands it is 
noticeable at many sites. 
 
Another possible mover is Epistrophe diaphana, which turned up amongst the 
haul of hoverflies taken by participants in the Hoverfly identification course we 
ran at Preston Montford in early June.  This is a considerable north-westerly 
extension of its range, but at the moment may not reflect northward 
movement.  Also of note is Brachyopa bicolor, which seems to be reported 
more frequently in the records submitted to the recording scheme.  Obviously, 
both species are potentially overlooked and therefore any perceived increases 
or spreads in distribution may simply reflect changing recorder effort or 
familiarity with the species. 
 

 
 

TEN MINUTES IN THE LIFE OF DOROS PROFUGES  
 

Barry Brigden  
23 Galway Avenue. Bispham, Blackpool. FY2 0LL 

 
Having not seen Doros profuges since 1997 when I was lucky enough to see 
two individuals (one on 31 May and one on 23 June) both at Yealand Hall 
Allotment, near Silverdale, in the Morecambe Bay area of Lancashire (Grid. 
ref.SD492761), I was delighted to spot one at 2.55 p.m. on 13 June 2004, at 
the same site and, in fact, in exactly the same place at that site as the two 
previous records, and where other dipterists have seen it in the past. 
 
About two yards in from the main footpath, which forms the mouth of a fairly 
large glade I saw out of the corner of my eye a large black and yellow insect 
slowly flying just above the grass. I netted it to make absolutely certain it was 
Doros and to determine its sex. It was a male. The glade is a scrubby area 
with flower-rich grassland, mostly rock-rose, low-growing patches of bramble 
and hazel, and plentiful swards of bracken with some outcrops of limestone. 
Deciduous woodland, mostly oak, but with one conifer, surrounds the glade 
which faces south. On this occasion, however, the sun was not shining 
although it had been shining intermittently throughout the day. It was 
decidedly warm. 
 
It has been suggested that Doros’s breeding regime is associated with ants 
and in particular with Lasius fuliginosus. I found no sign of this species. The 
glade, however, contained about six nest mounds of the yellow meadow ant, 
Lasius flavus. I saw no other species of ant.    
 
I released Doros low down amongst the grass and watched its behaviour. 
Fortunately, I had with me a micro-cassette recorder and so I was able to 
speak directly into it to describe exactly what Doros was doing as it happened. 
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Upon release, after five or six seconds composing itself, it flew lazily and 
slowly in a zig-zag just above grass height to a bramble patch which was no 
more than knee high, and settled on a leaf, exposed in full view. There it 
proceeded to move its abdomen slowly up and down (does its wasp model do 
this, I wonder?), and at one point seemed almost to be standing on its head. It 
then proceeded to rub its hind legs against its abdomen, and then its hind legs 
together, presumably a cleaning process. It then continued to wave its 
abdomen, performed a little dance by moving forward slightly, then backwards 
and from side to side, and completed the show by turning a complete circle on 
the spot. It then rubbed its front legs together. The whole process took about 
a minute. 
 
Having tired of this bramble leaf, it flew about four inches to an adjacent one 
and rested for about ten seconds before flying on to another leaf where it 
indulged in more abdomen waving, dancing and twirling. This happened six 
times before it flew from the bramble patch on to a blade of grass about fifteen 
inches away where it stayed for a couple of seconds, then back to a leaf of 
the same bramble patch, the abdomen waving and dancing continuing. 
Another flight of about twenty inches took it to the leaf of a low growing plant 
(species unknown) where it stayed briefly and, after rubbing its front legs 
together, it flew back to the bramble patch. On the bramble it again changed 
leaves a few times with yet more dancing and waving. 
 
Suddenly, it flew off to a hazel shrub about three yards away and alighted on 
an exposed leaf and, of course, danced and waved its abdomen. Then, with 
no warning, it took off at speed, flying low down and in a direct line towards 
the back of the glade. This flight was in direct contrast to the slow, lazy zig-
zag flight observed earlier. At no time did Doros visit a flower, nor did any 
other insect come near it. I wondered for what purpose the insect danced and 
waved its abdomen so frequently. Is it some kind of survival technique, or 
what? And does this kind of behaviour occur at all times of the day or just at 
certain times in the afternoon? What are needed are more detailed 
observations spread throughout the day - a tall order considering the scarcity 
of the species. 
  
I spent some time searching the glade hoping to see Doros again, but without 
success. I was disappointed, but felt privileged to have been able to spend ten 
minutes or so in the company of a very rare and most attractive hoverfly, even 
though it completely ignored me. 
 
Footnote. 
Since I wrote the above piece I have visited Yealand Hall Allotment on two 
more occasions, 22 June and 25 June, and despite a search of the site each 
time did not see Doros. On the second of the two visits, with Simon Hayhow, 
who first recorded Doros there in 1993, we did see two further species of ant 
in the glade where I saw Doros on 13 June. One, a very small rust-coloured 
species, was nesting there. Both of these ants have still to be identified.  
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DRAMATIC INCREASE IN RHINGIA ROSTRATA   
IN GLOUCESTERHIRE SINCE 2000 

 
David Iliff 

Green Willows, Station Road, Woodmancote, Cheltenham, Glos,  
GL52 9HN 

 
In Hoverfly Newsletter No. 30 (August 2000), I reported finding Rhingia 
rostrata in numbers on several dates in 2000 in Gotherington Wood on the 
Cotswolds. Until then records for this species in Gloucestershire had been 
confined to extreme west of the county, in sites near to the Wye Valley. At the 
time I wondered whether what I was witnessing was an example of the 
phenomenon described in British Hoverflies (Stubbs and Falk), namely the 
occasional appearance of R. rostrata in abundance in certain woods followed 
by the species not being seen again there for several years. However I 
subsequently received records for other East Gloucestershire sites in 2000, 
and it has been seen regularly in many parts of the county in every year since, 
including annually in Gotherington Wood. I saw a male in Gotherington Wood 
on 20 July 2004, just as this newsletter was about to go to press. 
 
The maps below show the distribution of Rhingia rostrata in Gloucestershire 
up till the end of 1999 and from 2000 onwards. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   R. rostrata pre 2000 records 
 
Some readers may of course wond
hoverfly records had merely failed 
overlooking it as the common sp
confidence that this was not the
enthusiasts, we are always on the 
always paid critical attention to every
might come across an example of ro

 

 

         R. rostrata 2000 onwards 

er whether I and other local providers of 
to notice R. rostrata in previous years, 
ecies R. campestris.  I can say with 
 case; in common with most hoverfly 
look out for the rare species, and have 
 specimen of Rhingia in the hope that we 
strata among the numerous campestris.  
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SCAEVA SELENITICA OBSERVED IN LATE DECEMBER 
 

Stuart Paston 
25 Connaught Road, Norwich, NR2 3BP  

 
I live close to a large cemetery, the oldest part of which is managed to 
"encourage and support wildlife". 
 
The site is a key one in west Norwich for some of the more locally-occurring 
Syrphini, its wide range of trees and extensive infrequently cut grassland 
supporting a good fauna of hoverfly species dependent on aphids. 
 
On 27 December I paid my last visit of 2003. The weather was bright and 
though not exceptionally mild (a forecast maximum of 8°) I found Diptera to be 
present at hotspots, on the south side of evergreen trees and shrubs. Among 
them were two hoverflies frequently found during the winter months - 
Episyrphus balteatus and Meliscaeva auricollis. However I was unprepared 
for a notable climax to an otherwise unremarkable recording year - a sighting 
of an individual of Scaeva selenitica basking on ivy foliage. It allowed a brief 
study before departing but I was unable to determine the sex. 
 
British Hoverflies (Stubbs & Falk) makes no comment on the possibility of 
adults of this species overwintering. However Stuart Ball tells me that the 
Recording Scheme does hold a single record from January (1983) from West 
Sussex as well as a couple of March records. Syrph the Net also notes a 
February record from Germany and although it states that there has been no 
published record of an adult found hibernating, it gives the overwintering 
phase as “adult”. 
 
The species was already known to occur at this site, having been recorded 
there by me in 2002. It also turned up in my 'garden' the same year in unusual 
circumstances when a solitary wasp (Ectemnius sp.), attracted by the smell of 
rotting wood, dropped a paralysed male on the windowsill I was repairing. 
 
 
 

 
DORSET HOVERFLY REPORT 2003 

 
Ted and Dave Levy 

9 Chilton Grove, Yeovil, Somerset, BA2l 4AN 
 

Three species have been added to the Dorset list this year. Eupeodes 
lapponicus was found by Mick Parker, also Cheilosia velutina which has been 
on the list before, but was later re-identified and Platycheirus aurolateralis, a 
recent split in the Platycheirus scutatus group.  
 
We have taken E. lapponicus at sites in Somerset and Devon. It is pleasing 
that it has now appeared in Dorset. In the field it is very similar to E. luniger 
but in close-up the dipped wing vein immediately determines it. It is fairly 
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common in coniferous woods on the continent, but is decidedly scarce in the 
UK. 
 
Cheilosia velutina was originally listed for Arne by Martin Speight, but when 
keys improved, he later decided it was C. proxima. A specimen taken at 
Badbury Rings by M. Edwards was also later discounted by the collector and 
by Steven Falk. We are hopeful that Mick Parker's specimen will be our first 
genuine Dorset record. 
 
124 species of Syrphidae were recorded in 2003, bringing the County List to 
an outstanding total of 213, probably second only to Hampshire in the UK, 
where the New Forest is such a great insect environment. In the 1970s, when 
we first moved into the south-west region, the County List was 168 species, 
so a good deal of progress has been made, greatly aided by the new 
simplified keys of Stubbs and Falk, which summoned up a new enthusiasm 
for hoverflies in the UK. Dorset Hoverflies, our booklet/atlas, published in 
1992, is still available from DFRC, showing our first list for the County. 
 
Our experience of the year has not been as good as Mr. Parker's. During the 
very hot dry weather of mid-summer hoverflies seemed very scarce and there 
was a long period when not even the common species could be seen in the 
garden, though this was made up for in some woodland sites, which were 
simply buzzing with insects. It was also noticeable that many flowering plants 
came into bloom much earlier and finished their flowering period sooner. A 
visit to Powerstock Common in late autumn was particularly disappointing, 
because of the lack of floral attractants for the insects. 
 
The following are the more interesting species recorded during the year and 
our thanks go once again to Mick, but also to R. S. George and A. Philpott for 
their contributions. 
 
Brachypalpoides lentus: Breach Wood 5 June 2003, Cranbourne Chase 1 
June 2003. 
Brachypalpus laphriformis: Delcombe Wood 31 May 2003. 
Cheilosia albipila: Manswood 19 March 2003, Cranbourne Chase 21 March 
2003 
Cheilosia carbonaria: Deadmoor Common 10 June 2003 
Cheilosia cynocephala: Stonehill Down 23 August 2003 
Cheilosia lasiopa: Ashley Wood 4 May 2003 
Cheilosia latifrons : Tadnoll 5 May 2003 
Cheilosia longula: Powerstock Common 23 August 2003 
Cheilosia semifasciata: Piddles Wood 8 May 2003 
Cheilosia velutina: Wytch Farm 24 August 2003 
Chrysotoxum elegans: Worbarrow Bay 13 August 2003 
Chrysotoxum festivum: Broadstone 31 July 2003 
Chrysotoxum vernale: Worbarrow Bay 28 May 2003 
Criorhina floccosa: Delcombe Wood 31 May 2003 
Criorhina ranunculi: Oakers Wood 30 March 2003, Granvilles Wooton 12 April 
2003 
Didea fasciata: Ashley Wood 4 May 2003 
Eumerus omatus: Oatclose Wood 9 June 2003, Cranbourne Chase 28  June 
2003 
Eupeodes lapponicus: Heath Bottom 9 June 2003 
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Melangyna labiatarum: Chettlehead Coppice 28 May 2003. Scarce in Dorset 
Microdon myrmicae: Deadmoor Common 10 June 2003 
Orthonevra geniculata: Oakers Wood 30 March 2003. Scarce and local 
Parasyrphus lineola : Cranbourne Chase 1 June 2003 
Parasyrphus malinellus: Spyway 21 April 2003 
Parhelophilus frutetorum: Granvilles Wooton 20 June 2003 
Pipiza lugubris: Milbourne Wood 8 June 2003, Powerstock Common 23 
August 2003 
Platycheirus ambiguus: Oakers Wood 30 March 2003 
Platycheirus aurolateralis: Garston Wood 28 April 2003, Piddles Wood 3 May 
2003 
Platycheirus occultus: Sutton Poyntz 11 June 2003, Warmwell Heath  
2 August 2003 
Platycheirus tarsalis: Piddles Wood 3 May 2003 
Volucella inanis: Broadstone 2 August 2003, Bournemouth 7 August 2003 
Xylota abiens: Newton Bay 29 June 2003 
Xylota xanthocnema: Heath Bottom 9 June 2003 
 
 
 

RECORDING HOVERFLIES IN OVERCAST WEATHER IN APRIL 
 

Roger Morris 
7 Vine Street, Stamford, Lincs, PE9 1QE 

 
On 4 April 2004 I visited Wakerley Great Wood (Northants) on a rather 
changeable day that turned cloudy and windy.  As might be expected, there 
was very little flying, but I persevered. Bearing in mind that solitary bees such 
as Andrena clarkella and Andrena apicata often frequent birch trunks, I 
decided to concentrate on looking for spring bees on tree trunks.  My reward, 
in addition to finding Andrena clarkella, was a remarkable haul of hoverflies: 
two Parasyrphus punctulatus (male and female) – on birch and Salix trunks, a 
pair of Eristalis pertinax in copula and a single male on a Salix, a female 
Criorhina ranunculi and a male Syrphus torvus on Salix.  So far I have been 
too inert to test whether this was a one-off event or typical of hoverfly 
behaviour in early spring.  The haul on this occasion was quite encouraging, 
and suggests that there is scope for greater recording activity in early spring – 
maybe others would like to try this approach too? 
 
 
 

TESTING THE RANGE OF VOLUCELLA INFLATA 
 

Roger Morris 
7 Vine Street, Stamford, Lincs, PE9 1QE 

 
Readers may recall that Volucella inflata is strongly attracted to flowers of 
dogwood Cornus sanguinea and wild privet Ligustrum vulgare (Morris & Ball, 
2004)), both of which are frequent on the limestone around Stamford. Bearing 
in mind reports that V. inflata is becoming more frequent (as noted in this 
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newsletter), I visited a variety of woodlands around Stamford in mid-June 
(2004) in an attempt to establish its current northerly range. 
 
From a limited number of site visits, many of which successfully located V. 
inflata by visiting patches of dogwood and privet, it seems likely that its range 
extends some 20km further north.  The most northerly record I managed was 
Twyford Wood (SK9423, 9 June 2004) where a single individual was noted; 
judging by its behaviour of rapid flight through and around the bush this was a 
male.  Other woods in this area certainly support V. inflata as I also noted 
individuals in Pickworth Great Wood (SK9814, 9.vi.2004 & 14.vi.2004) at 
dogwood, and Newell Wood (TF010142, 9.vi.2004) at wild privet. 
 
Searching west of Stamford revealed V. inflata at Wakerley Great Woods 
(SP9698, 9.vi.2004), but failed at Priors Coppice (SK8305), and to the east of 
Stamford at Bourne Woods (TF0720).  On the basis of single visits to these 
failed sites it remains a possibility that V. inflata does occur at them, so more 
work is needed next year. 
 
Seeking possible sites further north, I also looked at the woodlands around 
Belvoir Castle (SK8433), but the geology changes in this area, with an 
accompanying absence of dogwood and wild privet.  The woodland also 
appears to be more recent and less suitable for V. infata.  Needless to say, a 
visit on 15 June 2004 was unsuccessful. 
 
These visits by no means confirm the northerly range of V. inflata, but do 
provide a possible boundary for its current distribution.  Similar studies across 
the overall range of V. inflata might help to establish its current range and 
provide a baseline against which any possible range extension might be 
examined. 
 
Reference: 
 
Morris R.K.A. & Ball, S. G., 2004. Hoverfly (Diptera, Syrphidae) flower visit 
records from Old Sulehay Forest, Northamptonshire. Dipterists Digest [second 
series] 10: 85-87. 
 
 
 

AN EXCEPTIONAL ABUNDANCE OF PLATYCHEIRUS DISCIMANUS 
 

Roger Morris 
7 Vine Street, Stamford, Lincs, PE9 1QE 

 
Although April 2004 was generally very disappointing for hoverfly recording, 
with few flies about and weather less than ideal, I was surprised to find 
Platycheirus discimanus on two separate occasions in the area around 
Stamford.  The first was on a rather changeable day at Wakerley Great Wood 
(SP963983, 12.iv.2004) at Salix (cinerea?) blossom.  On this occasion, there 
were large numbers of Parasyrphus punctulatus (5m, 7f) together with a small 
dark rather dumpy looking hoverfly that I did not recognise.  These turned out 
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to be P. discimanus and I ended with a series of one male and five females.  
Four days later on a similar day in Southey Wood (TF1003, 16.iv.2004), again 
at Salix (cinerea?) blossom, my first sweep of the flowers yielded another 
small dark dumpy Platycheirus: another P. discimanus. 
 
The last time I saw P. discimanus was in 1988, although not for want of 
looking.  A gap of 16 years is in itself not particularly significant if a species is 
genuinely scarce, but it does seem noteworthy that after such a gap, this 
species turned up both in numbers and at more than one site.  At the moment, 
I suspect that this reflects the recording area, as Alan Stubbs (pers com.) has 
also taken P. discimanus in this area.  However, the coincidence of records 
within a relatively short period perhaps indicates that P. discimanus has a 
relatively short emergence period and will only be encountered by chance 
even though it may be more widely distributed. 
 
On the issue of short emergence periods, I also note that P. ambiguus was 
exceptionally abundant in the Stamford area in 2003.  Between 12-17 April 
2003, I noted it at six sites, yet this year it only occurred at two sites on 24 and 
25 April (2004). 
 

INTERESTING RECENT RECORDS 
 

Callicera aurata: Pope’s Hill, Gloucestershire (SO683148), 13 June 2004; 
John Phillips. 
 
Xanthogramma citrofasciatum: 6 males flying together just above grass 
height; Howe Ridding Wood, Cumbria (SD434878), 17 May 2004; Barry 
Brigden. 
 
Brachypalpus laphriformis: 1 male, Fairy Steps, New Beetham, Cumbria 
(SD487789), 22 May 2004; Barry Brigden. 
 
Trichopsomyia flavitarsis: 1 female, Gait Barrows NNR, New Silverdale, 
Lancashire (SD4777), 26 May 2004; Barry Brigden. 
 
Criorhina asilica: 1 male, Howe Ridding Wood, Cumbria (SD434878), 17 May 
2004; Barry Brigden. 
 
Microdon mutabilis: 1 female, Gait Barrows NNR, New Silverdale, Lancashire 
(SD4888), 24 May 2004; Barry Brigden. 
 
Platycheirus discimanus :  Rodborough Common, Gloucestershire (SO8403) 
15 April 2004, hovering over path close to blackthorn bush in company with 
P.ambiguus ; 5th county record; first since 1988; David Gibbs.  
 
Volucella zonaria: Stourbridge, West Midlands (SO8983), 14 July 2004, 
nectaring on Buddleia in urban garden; most north-westerly UK record to 
date; Brett Westwood. 
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REVIEW: BBC WILDLIFE MAGAZINE POCKET GUIDE ON HOVERFLIES 
AND THEIR RELATIVES 

 
Editor 

 
During the last year or so the BBC Wildlife Magazine has included each 
month a free pocket guide in the form of an illustrated leaflet. No. 10 in the 
series is entitled Hoverflies and their relatives and was enclosed in the April 
2004 issue of the magazine. Copies of this guide and others in the series are, 
I understand, still obtainable separately (though no longer free). This 
particular guide covers hoverflies and a selection of larger Brachycera and 
Conopids. It is illustrated by Chris Shields and the selection of species and 
captions are by Richard. A. Jones. 
 
The guide is elegantly produced in a convenient size and format, and the 
illustrations are attractive and accurate. As the circulation of the BBC Wildlife 
Magazine is, I suspect, considerably larger than any other publication in which 
hoverflies are mentioned, the publication of this guide should in theory be 
welcomed because of its potential to spread interest in hoverflies and the 
other families among a wider population of wildlife enthusiasts. Unfortunately, 
however, in spite of its virtues, I cannot give the guide an unqualified 
recommendation. It is to be hoped that readers of this newsletter may, as a 
result of the publication of the guide, receive records from new observers of 
hoverflies; such records should be treated with caution, especially if they 
include large numbers of Cheilosia fraterna, or sightings of Eristalinus aeneus 
from woodland or of Ferdinandea cuprea from coastal sites. 
 
All species illustrated in the guide have been given English language names 
(more than one of these in the case of some species). It is likely that the 
authors were under pressure to include such names, although in the 
subsequent guide in the series, on Hymenoptera, one bumblebee and two 
solitary bees have been included without having been given English names. 
The names used for the larger Brachycera are taken from British Soldierflies 
and their Allies (Stubbs and Drake); those given to the hoverflies include 
many of those coined by Ken Preston-Mafham (these were listed in Hoverfly 
Newsletter No. 26) with a number of additional ones.  
 
There will probably never be universal agreement over the merits or otherwise 
of vernacular names; however I believe that if they are used they should be 
applied systematically and reflect the position of species in the phylogenic 
context of the family; in other words species of the same genus should where 
possible be given closely related names. This has been the practice for the 
names given to the larger Brachycera by Stubbs and Drake and for British 
Odonata, and a similar principle was followed for German language names for 
hoverflies in Kurt Kormann’s Schwebfliegen Mitteleuropas (1988). In 
contrast the names used for hoverflies in the BBC guide do not follow such a 
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principle; in some cases closely related names are used for species from 
different genera: the “gold-belted hoverfly” is Xylota segnis, the “yellow-belted 
hoverfly” is Chrysotoxum bicinctum, the “orange-belted hoverfly” is Tropidia 
scita, the “red-belted hoverfly” is Brachypalpoides lentus, the “white-belted 
hoverfly” is Platycheirus rosarum, while Volucella zonaria is merely the “belted 
hoverfly”. Conversely opportunities for giving closely related names to 
similarly looking species of the same genus are not taken: Leucozona glaucia 
is called the “blue-banded hoverfly” and Leucozona laternaria the “grey-
spotted hoverfly”, and the two Scaeva are the “pied hoverfly” (S. pyrastri) and 
the “large lunar hoverfly” (S. selenitica) – the “lunar hoverfly” is Eupeodes 
luniger. In some instances the choice of names does reflect generic 
relationships; for example some of the Chrysotoxum are called “wasp 
hoverflies” – C. cautum is the “common wasp hoverfly” – but were the 
compilers aware that “in another part of the forest” the name “wasp hoverfly” 
has been chosen for the BAP action plan species Doros profuges (a species 
not appearing in the guide)?   One of the three Cheilosia species included in 
the guide is Cheilosia fraterna, which is called the “buttercup hoverfly”, a risky 
choice of name as, while this species is certainly associated with buttercups it 
is a relatively local species, and the rather similarly-built Cheilosia albitarsis, 
sensu lato, is probably more likely to be encountered in numbers on 
buttercups. 
 
The questionable choice of names is a less serious defect than the mistakes 
in the guide. Fortunate is the editor whose publication goes to press without at 
least one overlooked error. However the guide contains rather too many for 
comfort. The illustration captioned Ferdinandea cuprea in fact shows 
Eristalinus aeneus and vice versa; Volucella inanis is called “the orange-
browed hoverfly”, the name which was chosen by Ken Preston-Mafham for V. 
inflata; Chrysotoxum verralli appears erroneously as “Chrysotoxum verralii”, 
with Verrall’s name similarly misspelt in the English name for the species, 
which is given as “Verral’s wasp hoverfly”; Epistrophe eligans (called “the 
elegant hoverfly”) is misspelt as “Epistrophe elegans”; and Dasysyrphus 
tricinctus appears in the guide as “Eupeodes tricinctus”. 
   
 
  
 

 
ADVANCE NOTICE: 3RD INTERNATIONAL SYRPHIDAE WORKSHOP 

(SEPTEMBER 2005)    
 
Menno Reemer, on behalf of the Dutch Syrphidae Committee, has provided 
advance notice of the 3rd International Syrphidae Workshop. This will take 
place in the Netherlands on 2, 3 and 4 September 2005, probably in the 
National Museum of Natural History in Leiden. More details will be announced 
later. 
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LITERATURE REVIEWS 
 
Until Bulletin No 30, the Hoverfly Newsletter included an item on recent 
literature, compiled by Kenn Watt.  Kenn has since ceased this compilation 
because he no longer has access to an abstracting service.  At the moment I 
have access to abstracting services and have downloaded some 3,500 
references from 1978 onwards, secured by searching for references 
containing Syrphidae within the key words.  Although Kenn’s last submission 
comprised a range of references spanning 1996 to 1998, I have broken the 
data into yearly blocks and have not attempted to delete those references 
listed in Kenn’s previous submissions. 
 
So far I have formatted reports from 1997 to 2001, and by the time this 
newsletter reaches readers I will have completed the process to 2004.  I 
propose to provide them in yearly blocks to the Hoverfly Newsletter for 
inclusion as one year per issue, meaning that there will be a delay of around 
five years in getting this process up to date.  In the meantime, however, those 
readers with access to the internet should be able to download all of the 
updates in the not too distant future.  It is possible that a cut-down version of 
“recent literature” could be supplied to the Newsletter if readers prefer 
(comments please – would readers prefer European only or, more specifically, 
taxonomic only?) 
 
In formatting the data, originally downloaded as text files, I have tried to turn 
the author list into a relatively constant format.  That leads to some problems 
with Chinese and Japanese names, and it is possible that they are incorrectly 
cited.  If so, I apologise to authors concerned.  Similarly, the range of 
references in non-English formats is such that I have had difficulty separating 
books from journals, leading to further potential glitches. 
 
Roger Morris 
 

Literature for 1997 
Compiled by Roger Morris 
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