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The p ro g ra m m e  fo r th e  A nnual M eeting  is g iv en  and  bookings fo r the  D ip te r is ts  S upper 
a re  in v ite d . D e ta ils  a re  p ro v id e d  fo r th e  a u tu m n  f ie ld  m e e tin g  in D evon . T he lau n c h  o f 
D ip te r i s t ’s D ig e s t is on 12 N ovem ber in London -  so d o n 't m iss th e  o cc as io n .

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE DIPTERA RECORDING SCHEMES -  12 NOVEMBER 1988

The B ritish  M useum  (N a tu ra l H istory) a t  South  K en sin g to n , L ondon, is ou r v en u e  as 
u su a l. The e n try  a r ra n g e m e n ts  a re  th e  sam e as th o se  fo r la s t  y e a r .  We a re  aga in  
g r a te fu l  to  th e  T ru s te e s  o f  th e  BM(NH) fo r u se  o f  f a c i l i t ie s  a t  a  n o m in a l c h a rg e .

T h ere  w ill b e  a  c h a rg e  o f  £1 adm ission  fo r ev e ry o n e  a tte n d in g  p a r t  o r a ll  o f  th e  day 's 
a c tiv it  ies:

-  F o r th o se  a tte n d in g  th e  d a y tim e  m e e tin g s  b u t  n o t s ta y in g  fo r th e  D ip te r is ts ' 
Supper. T ic k e ts  m u st be o b ta in e d  in a d v a n ce  from  A drian  P o n t, so p le a s e  send  
£1 p lus s .a .e .  as  soon as you  know th a t  you  w ill be  a t te n d in g . If you  a rr iv e  
w ith o u t a  t i c k e t ,  y o u  w ill h a v e  to  p ay  th e  r e g u la r  p u b lic  ad m issio n  fe e  o f  £2.50 
(and w ill a lso  h av e  to  pay  i t  aga in  to  r e tu r n  to  th e  M useum  i f  you  le a v e  fo r 
lunch).

-  F o r th o se  a tte n d in g  th e  d a y tim e  m ee tin g s  a n d /o r  th e  D ip te r is ts ' S upper. The 
c o s t o f  th e  Supper th is  y e a r  w ill b e  £7, and  th is  w ill in c lu d e  an  ad m iss io n  t ic k e t  
to  th e  M useum  th a t  w ill co v e r  th e  day 's  e v e n ts . T ic k e ts  a re  o b ta in a b le , as 
u su a l, from  A drian  P o n t. P le a se  do n o t fo rg e t  to  e n c lo se  s .a .e .  to  re d u c e  
a d m in is tra t iv e  t im e  and  ex p en se .

Morning Session  -  m ain le c tu r e  th ea tre

C h a irm a n  -  R oy  C ro ss le y  (D olichopodidae and  E m pid idae  S tudy  G roup).

1 1 .0 0 - 11.30 F o re n s ic  E n to m o lo g y . Y Z E rz in c lio g lu  (Zac).

1 1 .3 0 - 12.00 F lie s  in  C lo se -u p . Dr S tu a r t  B all.

1 2 .0 0 - 12.30 S yrph inae  la rv a e  and th e ir  re la tio n sh ip s . D r G rah am  R o th e ra y .

1 2 .3 0 - 1.00 P e rsp e c tiv e s  on th e  L a rg e r  B ra c h y c e ra . Alcin S tubbs.

LU N C H  -  C h o ice  o f  pubs, c a fe te r ia s  e tc  in  a re a , o r  b rin g  sa n d w ich es .

A fternoon  Session  -  dem onstration  laboratory, P a laeon to logy  D epartm ent

2 .0 0 -  2.30 In fo rm a l and  s e tt in g  up ex h ib its .

2 .3 0 -  2.35 L aunch o f  D ip te r is t 's  D ig e s t.

2 .35 -3 .00  In fo rm a l, v iew ing  e x h ib its .

3 .0 0 - 4 .00  D iscussion  sess io n .

a . re c o rd in g  sc h em es and s tu d y  g roups.

b . f ie ld  m e e tin g s , p a s t  and fu tu re  (w ith  s lid es).

c . Super M idge 1 -  th e  v ideo .



4 .0 0 -5 .3 0  In fo rm a l , v iew in g  e x h ib its .

5 .3 0 -5 .4 5  R e m o v a l o f  any  rem a in in g  e x h ib its .

The le c tu r e  p ro g ra m m e  o f fe r s  a  ra n g e  o f  th e m e s . The im p o r ta n c e  o f  f lie s  in fo ren s ic  
w ork  h a s  d e v e lo p e d  ra p id ly  in r e c e n t  y e a rs  and  is a  s u b je c t  we o u g h t to  h e a r  a b o u t -  th e  
ta lk  b y  Z ac  h a s  b e e n  a c la im e d  fo r i ts  se rio u s  y e t  h u m o ro u s p re s e n ta t io n . S tu a r t  Ball 
h a s  b u i lt  up a  v e ry  u s e fu l  ra n g e  o f  c lo se  up p h o to s  o f  f lie s  and  th e i r  h a b i t a ts ,  in c lud ing  
b o th  com m on  a n d  ra re  s p e c ie s . T h is p r e s e n ta t io n  shou ld  h e lp  th o se  new  to  f lie s  and  
g iv e  a n  in sig h t to  a ll o f  u s  as to  w h a t th o se  r a r e  sp e c ie s  we n o rm a lly  only  se e  on pins 
look  like  in  r e a l  l if e .  G raham  R o th e ra y  h a s  g iv en  us tw o  fa s c in a tin g  ta lk s  on  h o v e rf l ie s  
a t  p a s t  m e e tin g s  and  th is  t im e  he b r in g s  u s  r ig h t  in to  th e  fro n t line  o f  n e w  in s ig h t ab o u t 
th e  w ay th e  v a rio u s  aph id  feed in g  g e n e ra  r e l a te  to  one a n o th e r . Som e m em o rab le  c lose  
up p h o to g ra p h y  o f  la rv a e  is no  d o u b t in s to r e  fo r us. To fin ish  th e  p ro g ra m m e , th e  
L a rg e r  B ra c h y c e ra  c o m e  to  th e  fo re  in a  y e a r  w hen BR C a re  on th e  p o in t o f  p ro d u c in g  
a n  a t l a s  b a sed  on th e  d a ta  you h a v e  s u b m it te d  -  and  yo u r sc h em e  o rg a n ise r , 
M a rtin  D rake  h a s  b e e n  v e ry  busy  tid y in g  up th e  loose ends. A lan S tubbs h a s  b een  
p re p a r in g  a  b o o k  on th is  g roup  o f  f lie s . T he  ta lk  w ill c o n s id e r  th e  a d v a n c e s  in 
u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  d is t r ib u t io n , eco logy  and  f ie ld  c r a f t .

T he  a f te rn o o n  se ss io n  is in fo rm a l an d  g ives p le n ty  o f  tim e  fo r m e e tin g  e a c h  o th e r . 
E x h ib its  s t im u la te  in te r e s t  and  m ake  a  ta lk in g  p o in t -  so p le a se  le t 's  h a v e  p le n ty  of 
e x h ib i ts  th is  y e a r  {If y o u  can  supp ly  a  n o te  on y o u r e x h ib it, th is  g iv es  m a te r ia l  for 
B u l le t in s /N e w s le t te r s  e tc .) .  B R C  w ill b rin g  a lo n g  L a rg e r  B ra c h y c e ra  m aps, in ad v a n ce  
o f  p u b lic a tio n . It is o p tio n a l to  jo in  in th e  d iscu ss io n  sess io n , one  th e m e  o f  w h ich  is on 
f ie ld  m e e tin g s  -  b y  p o p u la r  r e q u e s t  (ie s e v e ra l  p e o p le  w ith  n o s ta lg ia )  th e re  w ill b e  s lid e s  
on som e o f  o u r p a s t  m e e tin g s , and  th e  hope  o f  a t t r a c t in g  m ore p eo p le  to  jo in  in o v e r 
fu tu re  y e a rs . We also  h a v e  a  p r e s e n ta t io n  b y  K a th le e n  G o ld ie -S m ith  on m en iscus 
m id g es  -  som e o f  us h a v e  re a d  th e  FBA p u b lic a tio n  b y  H enry  D isney , so m e  o f  us h av e  
ev en  se e n  a m en iscu s m idge AND so m e  o f  u s  h a v e  h e a rd  o f  the  w o n d ers  o f  th e se  f lie s  
w h ils t on th e  G a la sh ie ls  fie ld  m e e tin g  -  th u s  we p roud ly  an n o u n ce  th e  London P re m ie r  
o f  'S u p e r M idge 1 ', a  u n iq u e  v ideo  on th e  life  h is to ry  o f  D ix idae .

So, we h o p e  to s e e  a fu ll house  on 12 N o v e m b e r. It is th e  m ee tin g  p o in t o f  th e  y e a r  fo r 
a l l  d ip te r i s t s  w ith  an  in te r e s t  in the  s tu d y  and  re c o rd in g  o f  f lie s . D on 't b e  a p p re h e n s iv e  
i f  you  h a v e  n o t b e e n  b e fo re  -  i t  is a  day  fo r b e g in n e r  and  old hand  a lik e .

DIPTERISTS’ SU PPER -  12 NOVEMBER 1988

T he t ra d i t io n a l  D ip te r i s t s ' Supper {a b u f fe t)  w ill follow  on from  th e  A nnual M e e tin g , in 
th e  C o n v e rsa z io n e  R oom  o f  th e  B ritish  M useum  {N atural H is to ry ). D rinks w ill b e  se rv ed  
fro m  5 .45 pra an d  th e  su p p e r w ill b e  fro m  6 .30 pm  to  a b o u t 10 pm . The M useum 's m ain  
c a r  p a rk ,  a t  th e  C ro m w e ll R oad  e n tr a n c e ,  w ill re m a in  open  fo r g u e s ts  du ring  th e  
e v e n in g . T he e v en in g  g iv e s  fu r th e r  o p p o r tu n ity  to  m e e t  fellow  d ip te r i s t s  and  to  d iscu ss  
ou r in te r e s ts .  It is n e c e s s a ry  to  book  in a d v an ce  fo r a  t i c k e t ,  w ith  th e  n u m b er 
r e s t r i c t e d  to  th e  f i r s t  80 to  ap p ly . P le a se  re p ly  p ro m p tly  to  en su re  yo u r t ic k e t  fo r th e  
ev en in g ; 4  N o v em b er w ill be  th e  f in a l  d a te  fo r  th e  issue o f  t ic k e ts .  D on 't h e s i t a te  to  
jo in  in , i t 's  open  to  a ll d ip te r is ts  no m a t te r  how new  to  th e  su b je c t you  m ay b e .

E n q u irie s  and  b o o k ings shou ld  be  a d d re sse d  to  th e  d in n e r  o rg a n is e r :-  A drian  P o n t, 
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E n to m o lo g y , B ritish  M useum  {N atu ra l H is to ry ), C ro m w e ll R o ad , London 
SW7 5BD. C h eq u es  { £ 7 /tic k e t inc lud ing  m useum  en try ) p a y a b le  to  A drian  P o n t and  a 
s e lf  a d d re sse d  e n v e lo p e  fo r  re p ly  w ould be m uch a p p re c ia te d .



D IPT E R IS rS  DIGEST

Y es, you  no d o u b t in te n d e d  to  o rd e r  th e  f i r s t  issue  o f  th is  n ew  jo u rn a l ,  b u t  h a v e  you 
a c tu a lly  done so? A few  o f  th o se  a t  G a la sh ie ls  h a d  b e e n  fo rg e tfu l .  I t  h e lp s  g r e a t ly  w ith  
cash  flow  e tc  if  you  c a n  o rd e r  in a d v a n c e  -  and , a s  an n o u n ced  in B u lle tin  No 25 (w hich 
gav e  a lis t o f  th e  m ain  c o n te n ts )  a  r e d u c e d  PR E -PU B L IC A T IO N  O F F E R  o f  £2.50  (£3 
o v e rs e a s /  and  In s titu tio n s )  PO ST FR EE is  a v a ila b le  u n t il  31 O c to b e r  1988. This o f f e r  is 
av a ilab le  to  a n y o n e . P a y m e n t in P ounds S te rlin g  p le a s e  to  "D W h ite le y ’*, 730 E c c le sa ll  
R oad , S h e ffie ld  S l l  8TB; T e l: S h e ffie ld  668487. P le ase  re m e m b e r  to  in c lu d e  y o u r 
a d d re ss  c le a r ly  w r i t te n .

The resp o n se  so f a r  h a s  b e e n  en co u rag in g  and g iv es  c o n fid e n c e  th a t  th e  jo u rn a l  s ta n d s  a 
good c h a n ce  o f  b e in g  v ia b le . A lready  te x t  is in h an d  fo r issue  2 b u t k e e p  th o se  pens 
going.

R e m e m b e r, th e  b ig  day  fo r  th e  launch  is 12 N o v e m b e r 1988 a t  th e  London m e e tin g , 

AUTUMN FIELD  M EETING 

B id e fo rd , D evon , 12-16 O c to b e r  1988

As p rev io u s ly  anno u n ced  we have a book ing  a t  th e  H a llsa n n e ry  F ie ld  C e n tre ,  n e a r  
B idefo rd , N o rth  D evon, The c e n tre  s ta n d s  in i ts  own g ro u n d s and  is an  a d a p te d  m ansion  
-  re m in is c e n t o f  som e o f  o u r  m em o rab le  v e n u e s  in th e  p a s t .

This c e n tr e  h a s  b e e n  u sed  by  s e v e ra l o th e r  e n to m o lo g ic a l p a r t ie s  who h a v e  co m e b a c k  
w ith  e n th u s ia s t ic  r e p o r ts  ab o u t th e  a c c o m m o d a tio n  and  m eals  a re  a c la im e d  as 
e x c e lle n t . We h a v e  a  c o n c ess io n a ry  r a t e  o f  £ 1 7 /d ay  fu ll b o a rd , w ith  u se  o f  w ork room  
e tc .  It h a s  a  b a r  fo r th o se  w hose m e ta b o lism  re q u ire s  su ch  s u s te n a n c e .

A ra d ia tin g  ro ad  sy s te m  g iv es  a c ce ss  to  a  w ide  ra n g e  o f  s i te s .  The sc e n ic  D evon  c o a s t  
h as  p le n ty  o f o p tio n s  fro m  dunes to  v a rio u s  ty p e s  o f  c l i f f  h a b i t a t .  At th is  t im e  o f  y e a r  
w oodland is th e  m ost so u g h t h a b ita t  and  th e re  is p le n ty  o f  c h o ic e , w ith  r iv e r s  and 
s tr e a m s . N o rth  D evon is l i t t l e  ex p lo red  fo r D ip te ra  b u t  th e re  is l i t t l e  d o u b t th a t  th e  
a re a  h a s  v e ry  h igh  p o te n t ia l .

The a u tu m n  fo ra y  is p a r t ic u la r ly  o r ie n ta te d  to  c ra n e f lie s  and  fungus g n a ts ,  w ith  
a d d itio n a l rec o rd in g  o f  v a rio u s  a c a ly p te ra te  fa m ilie s  and  o th e r  f lie s  th a t  a re  a v a ilab le  
a t  th is  s e a so n . Even i f  i t 's  n o t  th e  b e s t  se aso n  fo r y o u r p a r t ic u la r  fa v o u r ite  f lie s , you 
a re  m ore th an  w e lco m e to  jo in  w hat is as m uch a  so c ia l g a th e r in g  a s  a  re c o rd in g  
sess ion . H elp and a d v ic e  is a t  hand i f  you  a re  try in g  to  le a rn  y o u r w ay in to  a g roup  o f 
f lie s .

We a re  t r e a t in g  th is  m ee tin g  as a  re c o n n a is sa n c e  fo r th e  1989 su m m e r m e e tin g , so 
exp lo ring  fo r u se fu l s i te s  is a ll  p a r t  o f  th e  o ccas io n .

P lease  a d d re ss  book ings to  Alan S tubbs (ad d ress  a t  end  o f  B u lle tin ), w ith  £5 d ep o sit 
p a y ab le  to  H a llsan n e ry  F ie ld  C e n tre  by  30 S e p te m b e r  1988.

FIELD MEETINGS 1989

Bideford, N D evon , 10-18  June 1989

A dvance n o tic e  is g iv en  o f  a  booking a t  th e  H a llsan n e ry  F ie ld  C e n tre .  T he c o s t h a lf  
board  w ill be  £15.50 for sh a rin g  a ro o m  (3 o r m ore), a  b it  m ore for s in g le  o r  doub le  
ro o m s. F u r th e r  d e ta ils  w ill be in th e  n e x t  B u lle tin  o r if  you c a n n o t w ait (!) ask 
Alan S tubbs.



O ther m eetin gs

We h o p e  to  h av e  a p ro g ra m m e  o f  lo c a l  m e e tin g s , so  m ay we h av e  le a d e rs  fo r such  
e v e n ts  s te p  fo rw ard  p le a s e .

NEWS FROM THE SCHEMES

C rane fly  R ecord in g  S ch em e

I t  h a s  b e e n  a  good  y e a r  fo r  C te n o p h o ra  re c o rd s , w ith  s e v e ra l  new  lo c a l i t ie s  for 
C , f la v e o la ta  (inc lud ing  N o rth  D evon, J  L a m e rto n ) . C. o r n a ta  h a s  b e e n  re a re d  from  w et 
'p o r r id g e ' wood m ou ld  in a  b e e c h  (eco logy  p rev io u s ly  vague) (P ro f  J  O w en).

E r io p te ra  b ra d le y i was found on  tw o  c o a s ta l  c li f fs  n e a r  S ca rb o ro u g h  and  a lso  n e a r  
B rid lin g to n  and A rc to c o n o p a  m e lan p o d ia  on  th e  c lif fs  n e a r  L ym e R eg is  in  D o rse t. 
G onom yia  a lb o s c u te l la ta  w as found  (in 1987) in W yre F o r e s t  (C P la n t) .

D ix id ae R ecord ing Schem e

K a th le e n  G o ld ie -S m ith  is g e t t in g  w ell in to  h e r  ro le  as sc h em e  o rg a n ise r  and is 
w e lco m in g  fu r th e r  r e c o rd s  and  m a te r ia l .  The D ix e lla  o b sc u ra  a t  th e  G a la sh ie ls  m ee tin g  
c a u se d  som e e x c i te m e n t .

M osquito R ecord in g  Schem e

B ritis h  M osquito  G roup N e w s le tte r  No 5 in c lu d e s  a  r e p o r t  on p ro g re s s  w ith  m apping 
m o sq u ito e s . T h e re  is a  m ap fo r C u lise ta  a n n u la tu s  an d  a  ta b u la tio n  o f  n u m b er o f 
r e c o rd s  and  v ic e  c o u n tie s  fo r e a c h  s p e c ie s . Seven  s p e c ie s  h a v e  no r e c e n t  re c o rd s  
s u b m it te d .

L arger B rach ycera  R ecord ing Schem e

B R C  a re  on th e  p o in t o f  ru n n in g  o ff  m aps b a se d  on y o u r d a ta .  M artin  D rak e  h as  been  
sc re e n in g  th e  c o m p u te r  p r in t  o u ts  o f  d a ta  to  se e  i f  th e re  a re  an y  q u e rie s  a ris in g . He 
h a s  p re p a re d  th e  te x t  fo r a ll  s p e c ie s , to  ac co m p a n y  an a t la s  o f  a b o u t 50 s p e c ie s . The 
m aps w ill be on  view  a t  th e  A utum n m e e tin g ; th e  a t la s  shou ld  be  a v a ila b le  th is 
a u tu m n /w in  te r .

T he  u n c h a lle n g e a b le  s t r a t  re c o rd  o f  th e  y e a r  is O d on tom yia  h y d ro leo n  fro m  Y orksh ire  
(J M ousley). O d o n to m y ia  o r n a ta  h a s  b een  d isc o v e re d  in S u ffo lk  (M D rake). The su ccess  
w ith  O x y ce ra  d iv e s  is m e n tio n e d  in th e  G a la sh ie ls  m ee tin g  r e p o r t .  T h e re v a  p le b e ja  has 
b e e n  found  n e a r  P e te rb o ro u g h  (J B ra tto n ) and  a lso  on th e  L ie  o f  W ight -  th e se  a re  th e  
f i r s t  a u th e n t ic  r e c e n t  sp e c im e n s  se en  b y  A lan S tubbs.

D olich opodidae and Em pidae Study Groiq)

S in ce  th e  p u b lic a tio n  o f  N e w sh e e t No 5 in M arch , no fu r th e r  i te m s  h a v e  b e e n  s u b m itte d . 
H o w e v er, it  is h o p e d  th a t  s u f f ic ie n t  m a te r ia l  w ill b e  fo rth c o m in g  to  su p p o rt a n o th e r  
e d it io n  e a r ly  n e x t y e a r ,  so co p y  p lea se  to  th e  e d ito rs  by  th e  end  o f  Ja n u a ry  1989.

A n u m b e r  o f  e r r o r s  c r e p t  in to  the  la s t N ew sh ee t for w hich we ap o lo g ise . M ostly  th ey  
w e re  m in o r, b u t  th e  m o re  s e rio u s  ones a f f e c te d  th e  sen se  o f  th e  n o te s  and  th e se  w ill be 
c o r r e c te d  in th e  n e x t  issues .

R oy  C ro ss le y , 46 S t D avid 's  R o ad , O tle y , W est Y o rk sh ire , LSZl 2AW.



H overfly  R ecord ing Schem e

It se em s th a t  tw o s i te s  h a v e  l is ts  up a ro u n d  th e  150 s p e c ie s  m a rk :-  B o tle y  W ood, H a n ts  
(Ian Hudson) and  W ychw ood N N R, O xon (K e ith  P o r te r ) .  The lo n g es t p u b lish ed  l is t  is for 
B ookham  C om m on, S u rrey  (L P a rm e n te r )  a t  app rox  126 s p e c ie s . Any fu r th e r  
ch a llen g es?

D yfed In v e r te b ra te  G roup N e w s le tte r  n o  9 (E d ito r A drian  Fow les) in c lu d es  m any 
e x c itin g  re c o rd s  in c lu d in g  R hing ia  r o s t r a t a , X an th an d ru s  c o m tu s  in C a rm a r th e n s h ire  (by 
Ian  M organ) and P a rh e lo p h ilu s  consim ilis  in  C e re d ig io n  (C a rd ig a n sh ire ) .

A drian  F o w les  h a s  y e t  m o re  M etasy rphus n ig r i ta r s is  on h is w ashing  line  -  th e re  is only  
one m ale  a t  a  t im e , b u t  a s  f a s t  he  ta k e s  one  o f f ,  a n o th e r  a p p e a rs  lik e  m ag ic  -  I w onder 
how m uch h e  w ould se ll  th a t  w ashing line  fo r (those  on sa le  in P e te rb o ro u g h  d o n 't 
w ork!).

T he r e la t iv e ly  good  sp ring  w e a th e r  h e lp e d  w ith  re c o rd s  fo r som e o f  th e  s c a r c e  sp e c ie s , 
b u t th e  p o o r Ju ly  h as  b e e n  d isap p o in tin g . H opefiilly  th e  ex h ib its  a t  th e  N o v em b er 
m e e tin g  w ill r e v e a l  a  good n u m b er o f  s u c c e s s e s . Also n o te s  will b e  g lad ly  r e c e iv e d  by 
G raham  R o th e ra y  fo r  th e  H o v erfly  N e w s le tte r .

Sciom yzid  R ecord ing Schem e

A n o th e r A n tic h a e ta  o b liv io sa  has b e e n  found, a t  a  new  s i te  a  few  m ile s  fro m  the  
o r ig in a l w ood n e a r  H untingdon .

FIELD MEETING REPORTS

East H am pshire H a id ers  28-29  May 1988

9 d e v o te e s  p a r t ic ip a te d  in th is w eek en d  e v e n t .  T he S a tu rd a y  c o n c e n tra te d  on 
u n d erw o rk ed  s i te s  a d ja c e n t  to  S e lb o m e , w ith  c o n s id e ra b le  su c c e ss . A 4 h ou r sess io n  in 
old b e e c h  w oodland and  sc ru b  on S e lb o m e  C om m on p ro d u ce d  a ta l ly  o f  40 s p e c ie s  o f  
h o v e rf ly , inc lud ing  a new  co lony  o f  C h e ilo s ia  n ig rip e s  and  m ore s ta n d a rd  H am p sh ire  
fa re  such  as  V o luce lla  in f  l a ta  and a ll fo u r C r io rh in a . T he old b e e c h  p o lla rd s  p ro v id e d  
th e  u l t im a te  d a d d y -lo n g -le g s  e x p e rie n c e  -  in  th e  form  o f  a  C te n o p h o ra  f la v e o la ta  ?  _
and  le sse r  m o rta ls  such  as  p e c tin ic o m is  and  X ylophagus a t e r . A w an d er dow n th e  
p a rtly -w o o d e d  s tre a m  v a lle y  below  S e lb o m e  tu rn e d  up P ty c h o p te ra  lo n g ic a u d a  and 
la rv a e  o f  th e  s t r a t s  O x y cera  m o rris ii, O. n ig r ic o m is  & O. p a rd a lin a .

The w e a th e r  l e f t  m uch to  b e  d es ired  on th e  Sunday, th o u g h  lu ck ily  th e  D ip te ra  d id  n o t. 
We w e n t pann ing  for e n to m o lo g ic a l gold  in th e  C halk  sp ring  and  s tr e a m  sy s te m  a t 
A shford  H an g e rs , P e te r s f ie ld ,  and s ieved  o u t a  la rv a  o f  O. an a lis  -  a long  w ith  fu r th e r  
O. n ig r ic o m is  & O. p a rd a l in a , and a m y ste rio u s  tab an id  la rv a . The sun d id  m an ag e  a 
few  b r ie f  a p p e a ra n c e s  and various f lie s  o f  n o te  show ed w ith  i t ,  m o st n o ta b ly  se v e ra l  
sp e c im en s  o f  C h e ilo s ia  n ig r ip e s , 2 M icrodon d ev iu s  and  a  s in g le  E u th y c e ra  fu m ig a ta . 
M O a te s .

W hippendell W ood-Cassiobury Park 4 June 1988

A bout one ho u r's  c o lle c tin g  p roved  p o ssib le  a f t e r  w hich h e a v y  ra in  r e s u l te d  in th e  
m ee tin g  being  d isb an d ed . A se a rc h  on  and  a ro u n d  b e e c h  logs p ro d u ce d  L im onia  
d e c e rn m a c u la ta  and  L eucophenga  m a c u la ta . A r a r e  b e e t le ,  T om oxia  b ig u t t a t a  w as also  
re c o rd e d . Two p re lim in a ry  v is its  in M ay to  W hippendell Wood and  w oods n e a rb y  
p ro d u ced  E u th y n e u ra  g y lle n h a li, O e d a lea  a p ic a lis , H ele  o d ro m ia  im m a c u la ta , 
A gathom yia  v id u e lla , B rachyopa  s c u te l la r i s , B. p ilo sa  and C rio rh in a  a s i l ic a . A G o d frey .



G alash ie ls  9-17 J u ly  1988

E ig h te e n  d ip te r is ts  a t te n d e d  a ll  o r  p a r t  o f  th e  m e e tin g . H aving  s e t  o u t w ith  c a u tio u s  
e x p e c ta t io n s  in su c h  a  l i t t l e  know n a r e a ,  th is  v en u e  in s o u th -e a s t  S c o tla n d  p ro v e d  a  very- 
good o n e  fo r D ip te r a .  In f a c t  r a re ly  h a v e  we had  so m any  h igh  q u a li ty  s i te s  on ou r 
d o o rs te p .

As s t a r t e r s  we found  th e  r a r e  so ld ie r  fly  O x y c e ra  d iv es  and  th e  h o v e rf ly  P a rh e lo p h ilu s  
c o n s im ilis . T h a t ra is e d  th e  h o p e s  fo r  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  w eek  and  in d eed  we found fu r th e r  
s i t e s  fo r  th e se  s p e c ie s , a s  w ell a s  th e  h o v e rf l ie s  E r is ta lis  ab u s iv u s  and  L e jo g a s te r  
sp le n d id a  (in land re c o rd s ) , E. ru p iu m , T ro p id ia  s c i ta , C rio rh in a  b e rb e r in a , X y lo ta  
c o e ru le iv e n tr is , 2L* sy lv a ru m  (in s e v e ra l  p la c e s , good fo r  S co tland) and  N eo asc ia  
g e n ic u la ta . O th e r  so ld ie r  f l ie s  in c luded  O x y c e ra  p y g m a e a  (c o a s ta l  c lif fs ) , O. p a rd a lin a  
(in n u m b e rs  a t  so m e  s ite s )  and  O p lo d o n th a  v ir id u la  (good fo r  S co tla n d ). In m ost fam ilie s  
s tu d ie d  th e re  w ere  s u c c e s s e s : -  th e  c ra n e f l ie s  O rim arg o  v irg o  and E r io p te ra  b ra d le y i , 
d o lic h o p o d id s  su c h  as D o lich o p u s  p h a e o p u s , S yn to rm o n  f i l ig e r  and  A rg y ra  a u ric o llis  and 
th e  sc a th o p h a g id s  G y m n o m era  ta r s e a  an d  P o g o n o ta  b a r b a ta . R iv e r  sh in g le  p ro d u c e d  th e  
em p id  T a c h y d ro m ia  h a lid a y i a n d  b o th  s p e c ie s  o f  W ied em an n ia .

T he  w e a th e r  h a d  b e e n  r a th e r  m ixed  a n d  th e re  is l i t t l e  d o u b t th a t  we shou ld  h a v e  h a d  a 
b o n a n z a  g iv en  m o re  w a rm  d ry  w e a th e r . N ot only  w as s ite  q u a li ty  h igh  b u t  th e r e  w as fa r  
m ore  c a lc a re o u s  in f lu e n c e  th a n  h a d  b e e n  a n t ic ip a te d .  T h is a re a ,  fa r  fro m  b e in g  an  
u n in te r e s t in g  in c o n v e n ie n c e  'on  th e  w ay  to  A v ie m o re ' is o f  v e ry  h igh  p o te n t ia l .

W ould p a r t ic ip a n ts  a t  th is  m e e tin g  p le a s e  le t  A lan S tubbs h a v e  a  lis t o f  r e c o rd s  th is 
w in te r  so th a t  a  fu lle r  a c c o u n t  can  b e  p re p a re d  (possib ly  fo r D ip te r is t 's  D ig e s t) .

A TALE OF TWO COLLECTIONS

E C M A ssis F o n se c a  C o llec tio n

T he n a m e  o f  F o n s e c a  w ill b e  fa m ilia r  to  a ll D ip te r is ts  as  th e  a u th o r  o f  th e  "H andbooks" 
to  M u sc id ae  and  D o lich o p o d id a e , and  o f  keys to  th e  D ro so p h ilid ae  and  T a c h in id a e . Fon 
h a s  b e e n  an  a c t iv e  and  e n e rg e t ic  f ig u re  in B ritish  D ip te ro lo g y  fo r as long as m o st o f us 
c a n  re m e m b e r , a n d  h a s  o n ly  r e c e n tly  h a d  to  g iv e  up a t te n d a n c e  a t  th e  a n n u a l D ip te r is t 's  
m e e tin g  and  s u p p e r.

F o n  b e g a n  his e n to m o lo g ic a l  a c t iv i t ie s  in th e  1920s, c o lle c tin g  b u t te r f l ie s  in B ra z il , hi 
a b o u t 1937 he  b e g a n  c o l le c t in g  B ritish  D ip te ra , an d  o v e r th e  y e a rs  w as a s s o c ia te d  w ith  
A u d c e n t, C ow ley , P a r m e n te r ,  C o ly e r, H am m ond , and  p a r t ic u la r ly  J  E C o llin . O v er th e  
l a s t  h a l f  c e n tu ry  h e  h a s  b u i lt  up one o f  the  m ost c o m p re h e n s iv e , and  c e r ta in ly  the  m ost 
b e a u ti fu l ly  p re p a re d , c o lle c t io n s  o f  B ritish  D ip te ra .

Now a p p ro a c h in g  th e  age  o f  90, Fon h a s  p re s e n te d  h is  c o lle c t io n  to  th e  B ritish  M useum  
(N a tu ra l  H is to ry ) . It c o n s is ts  o f  o v e r  100 s to re b o x e s  and 56 ,000  D ip te ra , a ll  fro m  th e  
UK e x c e p t  for o n e  box  o f  P o r tu g u e se  f lie s . T here  is one  box  o f  B ib ion idae  and 
S c a to p s id a e , b u t  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  c o lle c tio n  is o f  B ra c h y c e ra  and  C y c lo rrh a p h a . It is 
p a r t ic u la r ly  s tro n g  on C a ly p tr a te s .  As soon a s  p r a c t ic a l  the  c o lle c t io n  w ill be 
in c o rp o ra te d  in to  th e  M useum 's B ritish  C o lle c tio n , w h e re  it  w ill b e  a v a ila b le  for 
r e f e r e n c e  and s tu d y , a n d , b y  a r r a n g e m e n t,  fo r th e  u t i l is a t io n  o f  the  d is tr ib u t io n  d a ta .

T he  BM NH is im m e n se ly  g r a te fu l  to  Fon for his g e n e ro s ity , and  w ill e n su re  th a t  th e  
c o lle c t io n  is c a re d  fo r an d  u sed  in an  a p p ro p r ia te  fash ion .

A d rian  C Pont



The P e te r  Crow C o llec tio n

P e te r  C row  h ad  v e ry  la rg e  c o lle c tio n s , in c lu d in g  L e p id o p te ra , and  fro m  o u r  p o in t  o f 
v iew  h is D ip te ra  c o lle c te d  in N o rth  W ales w e re  o f im p o r ta n c e . He h a d  p u b lish ed  som e 
v e ry  u se fu l r e c o rd s  b u t  th e  t ru e  sco p e  o f  h is find ings a re  unknow n.

P e te r  lived  a lo n e  and  i t  se e m s  h is w ill fa iled  to  m ake c le a r  p ro v is io n  fo r h is  c o lle c tio n , 
p assin g  th e  b u c k  to  a  r e la t iv e  who had  no d i r e c t  in te r e s t  in e n to m o lo g y . F o r tu n a te ly  
th a t  r e la t io n  took  the  m a t te r  se rio u s ly  and  th e  c a b in e t  c o lle c t io n  o f  D ip te ra  h a s  gone to  
L iv erp o o l M useum  and th e  L e p id o p te ra  to  K elv in  G rove M useum , G lasgow  (no tebooks 
a re  c u r re n tly  w ith  Jo a n  M organ). H ow ever, p a r t  o f  h is  c o lle c t io n  (and equ ipm en t) 
fin ished  up in a  skip -  we know  th a t  b e c a u se  it  t ra n s p ire s  th a t  tw o  lo c a l  p eo p le  ea ch  
r e t r ie v e d  a b o u t 15 s to re  b o x es  o f in s e c ts ,  fee lin g  th a t  a  b e t t e r  f a te  w as c a lle d  fo r (th is 
w as as  m any b o x es  as  th e y  cou ld  co p e  w ith ). We s t i l l  d o n 't  know w h a t e lse  w as in the  
sk ip . The c irc u m s ta n c e s  a re  o b scu re  b u t it  is p o ssib le  th a t  the  s to r e  boxes w e re  in a  
d i f f e r e n t  ro o m , p e rh a p s  a  cu p b o a rd , and  w e re  n o t rec o g n ised  as  b e in g  im p o r ta n t .  T he 
r e t r ie v e d  s to r e  b o x es  a re  now  w ith  Jo a n  M organ  who h a s  th e  ta sk  o f  find ing  o u t e x a c t ly  
w h a t is and  is n o t  th e re  -  a  fa ir  q u a n ti ty  o f  D ip te ra  a re  in c lu d e d . T he d if f ic u l ty  in 
tra c in g  who w as th e  e x e c u to r , p ro b le m s  o f  c o m m u n ic a tio n  b e tw e e n  e n to m o lo g is ts  (som e 
knew  w h a t w as h a p p e n in g , o th e r s  n e e d e d  to  know  and w ould h a v e  h e lp ed  p ro m p tly ) a ll 
lo st in v a lu ab le  t im e .

T he e x tra o rd in a ry  tw is t  is th a t  P e te r  fe l t  so deep ly  ab o u t do ing  so m e th in g  fo r th e  
fu tu re  o f  e n to m o lo g y  th a t  th e  re s id u e  o f  h is  e s t a t e  a f t e r  o th e r  b e q u e s ts  is le f t  to  tw o 
n a tio n a l e n to m o lo g ic a l s o c ie t ie s .  B u t his la c k  o f  c le a r  d i re c tio n s  led  to  a  s u b s ta n t ia l  
p a r t  o f  h is  c o lle c t io n  b e in g  d e s tin e d  to  b e  b u rn t to  a sh e s , a  m a t te r  o n ly  p a r t ly  sa lv a g e d  
by  s h e a r  c h a n c e . A lan S tubbs.

C om m ent

Even if  i t  had  n o t  o c c u rre d  to  you  b e fo re , y o u r  own c o lle c tio n  m ay w ell b e  c o n sid e red  
as  v a lu a b le  b y  fu tu re  g e n e ra tio n s  s in c e  i t  c o n ta in s  v o u c h e rs  fo r y o u r  re c o rd s .

H ence  th e  fo llow ing  ad v ice  is o f fe re d .

a . P ass  on y o u r c o lle c tio n  once  you  fe e l un ab le  to  c u ra te  i t .  C o lle c tio n s  qu ick ly  
d e te r io r a te  i f  n e g le c te d .

b . E nsure th a t  a ll  b o x es , cu p b o a rd s  e tc  c o n ta in in g  y o u r c o lle c tio n , and  n o teb o o k s , 
a re  c le a r ly  m ark ed  so th a t  w hoever c le a rs  y ou r e f f e c t s  c a n  e a s ily  re c o g n ise  ite m s  
r e la t in g  to  y o u r c o lle c tio n . M ake sure  th a t  a n  e n to m o lo g ic a l f r ie n d  c lose  to  th e  
fam ily  know s th e  la y -o u t.

c . If you  hav e  a w ill, m ak e  sure  th a t  th e  f a te  o f  y o u r c o lle c tio n s /n o te b o o k s  e tc  is 
sp e c if ie d . If you  fe e l u n d e c id e d , th en  n a m e  a t  le a s t  tw o  e n to m o lo g is ts  you  t ru s t  
who h av e  a u th o r i ty  to  adv ise  th e  e x e c u to r  o f  th e  e s t a t e .  T he l a t t e r  c o u rse  is 
e s s e n t ia l  i f  you  h av e  no n e x t o f  kin o r i f  y o u r on ly  r e la t iv e s  cou ld  a ll  go u n d e r  the  
sam e b u s '.

d . If you h av e  no w ill (a w eak  p o s itio n ), th e n  e n su re  th a t  y o u r  im m e d ia te  r e la t iv e s  
know w hat to  do o r who to  tu rn  to . (N ote th a t  r e la t iv e s  w ith  no c o n c e rn  for 
e n to m o lo g y  hav e  in m any in s ta n c e s  ta k e n  p r e c ip i ta te  a c tio n  and  th ro w n  o u t even  
th e  c o lle c tio n s  and  n o teb o o k s  o f  lead in g  sp e c ia lis ts .)



e . T he s a fe s t  c u s to d ia n s  o f  c o lle c t io n s  a re  th o se  w ith  fo re se e n  c o n tin u ity  o f 
e n to m o lo g ic a l  c u ra to r s .  The n a tio n a l m useum s and  a  n u m b er o f  p ro v in c ia l and  
c o u n ty / lo c a l  m useum s m e e t  th e  c r i te r io n , p lu s a  few  U n iv e rs ity  M useum s {eg 
O x fo rd , C a m b rid g e  an d  M a n c h e s te r) . Be v e ry  c a u tio u s  o f m useum s w ith o u t 
e n to m o lo g is ts  o r w ith  only  te m p o ra ry  p o s ts ;  u n iv e rs ity  te a c h in g  c o lle c tio n s  a re  
v e ry  p ro n e  to  u n tim e ly  f a te .

f .  T he  e a r ly  g ra p e v in e  c o m m u n ic a tio n  n e e d s  im p ro v in g , a  m a t te r  th a t  n e e d s  to  
e n c o m p a ss  e n to m o lo g ic a l  ran k s  a s  a  w hole . In fo rm  e i th e r  th e  e d ito r  o f  th is  
B u lle tin , th e  BM(NH) D ip te ra  S e c tio n  o r  BRC o v e r  th e  f a te  o f  c o lle c tio n s .

f . N o te  th a t  b o o k s /k e y s  e t c  a re  im p o r ta n t  e f f e c ts ;  t r a d e r s  a re  o f te n  c r i t ic is e d  for 
g iv in g  a p i t t a n c e  and  m any  books b e c o m e  bey o n d  th e  r e a c h  o f  th e  n e x t  g e n e ra tio n  
(fin a n c ia lly  o r p h y s ic a lly ) . It is b e s t  to  t ry  to  m ak e  p ro v is io n  to  p a ss  th e se  on  {a 
f a ir  sum  c a n  s t i l l  b e  so u g h t b y  r e la t iv e s  i f  re q u ire d ) .

THE LITERATURE

T eph ritidae

T h e  T e p h r it id  key  (H andbook fo r th e  Id e n t i f ic a t io n  o f  B ritish  In se c ts , Vol 10, p a r t  5(a)) 
h a s  f in ish e d  p a g e  p ro o fs . T he  a u th o r , D r Ian  W hite , and  a ll  c o n c e rn e d  hope  th a t  i t  w ill 
b e  a v a ila b le  in t im e  fo r th e  N o v em b er m e e tin g . If so , e f f o r t s  w ill b e  m ad e  to  en su re  
t h a t  th e  BM(NH) bookshop  h a s  s ieg e  su p p lie s . P r ic e  c u r r e n t ly  unknow n.

OTHER ITEMS

Autum n E xh ib itions

T h e  A m a te u r  E n to m o lo g is ts  S o c ie ty  is m e e tin g  a t  a  new  and la rg e r  v e n u e , K em p to n  
P a rk  R a c e c o u rs e  (Sunbury, M idd lesex ), on  22 O c to b e r  1988; open  11 am  -  5 pm . 
E n to m o lo g ic a l e q u ip m e n t an d  books w ill b e  on  sa le .

T he  B ritish  E n to m o lo g ic a l and  N a tu ra l H is to ry  S o c ie ty  h a s  i ts  ex h ib itio n  a t  Im p eria l 
C o lle g e  L ondon (b e tw e e n  th e  B ritish  M useum  (N a tu ra l H isto ry ) and th e  A lb e r t  H all), 
S ou th  K e n s in g to n , on 19 N o v em b er 1988, open  10 am  -  5 pm . Som e d ip te r is ts  a t te n d  
th is  m e e tin g .

A ny vo lu n teers?

T he th re e  y e a r  p r o je c t  su rv e y in g  W elsh w e tla n d s , o rg an ise d  b y  N C C , h as  b een  p roducing  
v e ry  e n c o u ra g in g  r e s u l ts  m ain ly  by  u se  o f  p i t f a l l  t r a p s  and w a te r  t ra p s . S am ples r e la te  
to  v e g e ta t io n  ty p e  and  m a n a g e m e n t re g im e  so t h a t  e c o lo g ic a l as  w ell a s  d is tr ib u tio n  
d a ta  is g row ing  f a s t .  The su rv e y  te a m  is s o r t in g  m a te r ia l  to  g roup  and  id e n tify  v a rio u s  
in v e r te b r a te  g ro u p s  th e m s e lv e s . T h e re  a re  ab o u t 40 s p e c ia lis ts  id en tify in g  p a r t ic u la r  
g ro u p s , m aking th is  th e  m o st c o m p re h en s iv e  in v e r te b ra te  su rv ey  se en  in  B rita in . In 
1987 36 s i te s  in  D yfed  w ere  sam p led ; 1988 s e e s  n o r th  W ales as  th e  t a r g e t  a re a .  A 
n e w s le t t e r  p ro v id e s  f e e d b a c k , includ ing  p ro v is io n a l r e s u l ts .

In e v ita b ly  th e re  a re  som e g ro u p s  w h e re  v o lu n te e rs  h av e  n o t s te p p e d  fo rw ard s , b u t  in 
f a c t  th e r e  a re  o n ly  4 m ajo r D ip te ra  fam ilie s  ( th a t  a re  p le n t ifu l  on the  survey) n o t  y e t 
re c e iv in g  id e n t if ic a t io n , a ll  so r te d  in th e ir  own tu b e s  in a lc o h o l:-  C h iro n o m id ae , 
C e c id o m y iid a e , D ro so p h ilid ae  and  S p h a e ro c e r id a e . W hilst th e  f i r s t  tw o  a re  p ro b ab ly  a 
lo s t c a u se , it  is j u s t  p o ss ib le  th a t  v o lu n te e rs  m ay be  in te re s t in g  in th e  a c a ly p te r a te s .  In



p a r t ic u la r ,  th e  new  S p h a e ro c e rid  key  m ak es  th is  fam ily  p r a c t ic a l ,  e sp e c ia lly  w ith  
a lcoho l m a te r ia l ,  and  the  su rv ey  m a te r ia l  g ives th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  r e a l ly  g e t  in to  th e  
fam ily .

If you  a re  in te r e s te d ,  p le a se  c o n ta c t  P e te r  H o lm es, N a tu re  C o n se rv an c y  C o u n c il, P las 
G ogerddan , A b e ry s tw y th , D yfed  SY23 3EE.
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F or y e a rs  th o se  o f  us who a re  m ere  s o u th e rn e rs  h a v e  b een  w eaned  as to  w h ere  th e  
c e n tre  o f  th e  U n iv erse  lie s . I t 's  u n can n y , b u t th e  b ra in  do es  a d o p t f a c t s  as  t ru e  and 
im m u ta b le . By sh e e r  fo rc e  o f  ex p o sitio n  and  u n q u e s tio n a b le  c e r ta in ty ,  one  know s th a t  
O tley  in Y o rk sh ire  is t h a t  c e n tr e .

H en ce , im ag in e  th e  s h a t te r in g  new s th a t  R oy  C rossley  is m ov ing  fro m  O tley  to  n e a r  
Y ork. The f i r s t  p e rso n  who to ld  m e sa id  'you  re a l is e  th a t  th e  c e n tr e  o f  th e  U n iv e rse  is 
m oving '. Y es, t h a t  r e a lly  p u t in to  w ords th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  th e  e v e n t,  one  th a t  even  
th e  a s tro n o m e rs  h a d  n o t a llo w ed  for.

W as th e  w hole E a r th  to  b e  r e n t  a p a r t  and  th row n in to  a  new  o rb it?  W ell possib ly  n o t. 
T h a t s h if t  is o c c u rr in g  m ore su b tly . D uring  a w hole w eek  a t  G a la sh ie ls , n o t a  s in g le  
m en tio n  o f  th e  su p e rb n ess  o f  O tley  b u t a  new  v o c a b u la ry  h a s  b eg u n  to  a s s e r t  i t s e l f  -  
A skham  Bog, D erw en t Ings a n d  o th e r  p la c e s  n e a r  Y ork . W h e th e r th e  b ra in  c a n  re a lly  
cope w ith  su ch  rep ro g ra m m in g , tim e  w ill te l l .

T he b ig  r e l ie f  is to  know th a t  Y orksh ire  is s t i l l  th e  c e n tr e  o f  th e  U n iv e rse . This a t  le a s t  
is one f a c t  th a t  ev e n  a ll  Y o rk sh ire  e n to m o lo g is ts  a g re e  on!
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